Kir MR ATS Sp AT A ge Gere Re 4 tl agin Wott arma wn Sem tinier 5 A mi 


* i baler 


VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER, 


LITERARY NOTE BOOK. 


EDITED BY 


WILLIAM MAXWELL. 





VOL. IIl. 
FOR THE YEAR 1850. 


Ne eee eee 


RICHMOND: 
PRINTED FOR THE PROPRIETOR, 
BY MACFARLANE & FERGUSSON, 
1850. 











™|M ln 


vo 











CONTENTS OF VOLUME III. 


NO. I. 
The Virginia Historical Society, - ° 
The Report of the Executive Committee, - 
Flattery, - - - - « 
Virginia in 1671, - - . 
Augusta County, - . 
The Association in Williamsburg, in 1770, - 


Original Letters,—Samuel Athawes to Edward Am- 
bler—Gen. Washington to Col. Bassett—George 


Mason to Martin Cockburn, - - 
Mr. Slaughter’s Speech, - - - 
Indian Relics, - ~ ° . 
Many Books, - - - - 
Colonel William Cabell, - - . 
Kennedy’s Life of Wirt, - - - 
Dabney’s Address, - - - - 
The Mountain Pass, - - - 


Various Intelligence :—Proceedings of the Virginia 
Historical Society—Mr. Grigsby’s Letter-—The 
General Assembly—First Auditor's eeiapnadiiaaed 
State of Europe, - 

Miscellany :—Literary iswtan, Tischo—Serilon— 


Walpoliana—Honour, - - ; 
To Readers and Correspondents, : . 
Il. 
Bacon's Rebellion, - - = ~ x 


Augusta County, 

The Meeting of the Merchants i in Williamsburg, i in 170. 

To the Merchants and Traders in vege 

A Supplication to Sleep, - 

Original Letters,—Col. George Mason to Col. William 
Cabell,—Gen. Washington to Samuel Possell, Eeq. — 
Gen. Washington to Mr. ne a 


Indian Relics. eA - - 
Sergeant Champe, - - - ~ 
The Temperance Reform, - - - 
Colonel William Cabell, - - ~ 
Levelling Up, - - - - - 


The Picture of Virtue, 

Various Intelligence :—The Launch of the Powhatan— 
The Washington Monument—The Farewell Address— 
The Medical College—The General Assembly—The 
Gold Chain for Mr. Webster—The Death of Mr. Cal- 


— 
im 2 


49 


58 
60 


61 
75 


~( 


81 


84 
93 
107 


110 
110 








Iv Contents. 


houn—The Oyster War—The Gold Mines—The State 
of Europe. 

Miscellany :—Literary Minutes. The Phenix—Lines, 

To Readers and Correspondents, 

NO. III. 

Bacon’s Rebellion. - 

Old Letters—Queen Henrietta to Lord Culpepper— 
with a Translation: - 

Shakspeare and Jonson. - - - 

Governor Page. - - - - - 

Civil Liberty. - - - - 

The Temperance Reform. - - - 

Indian Relics—No. he - - - - 

Education.- - - - - 

Lines to Betsy Bell, - - . 

Strachey’s Virginia Britannia. - “ 

Foote’s Sketches of Virginia. - - ° 

Education in America.- - - - 

Lines to Woman. - - - - 

Various Intelligence :—-Lucifer Matches—A New 
Printing Mackine—Cannel Coal of Kanawha—Our 
Colleges—The University—An Historical Relic— 
An Old Negress—Cornwallis’s Watch—The New 
Comet—The Convention—Death of the President. 

Miscellany :—Literary Minutes. The Thefts of Time 
—Death—The Death of an Infant. Scraps.— 
Praise, Cheerfulness—Remembrance, - 

To Readers and Correspondents. - - 

NO. IV. 

: The Revenue of Virginia, from 1688 to 1704, - 

Lord Culpeper’s Letters, - ‘ ° . 

Divine Providence, - - - - - 

William & Mary College, - : - : 

Commodore Samuel Barron, - - - 

A Thought, - - - - - 

Reminiscences of Patrick Henry, - - & 

Indian Relics. No. IV. - - - 

Original Letters.—From Gen. Washington to Col. Bassett, 2 

Strachey’s Virginia Britannia Again, - - 

The Vessel of State, - - - - - 

Sacred Song, . 

Various Intelligence : —The Telescope—Transinarine Tel- 
egraph—Washington’s Portraits—Jenny Lind in New 
York—The Late. Congress—The Convention—List of 
Members of the Convention, 

Miscellany :—Classie Etymologies—A "Thought for the 
Times—Impromptu—The Use of P try, - 

To Readers and Correspoudents, - - 


111 
118 
120 


121 


136 
140 
142 
151 
152 
158 
160 
161 
164 
167 
169 
170 























ADVERTISEMENT. 


In continuing our work another year, we have only to 
say that we shall pursue the plan which we have hereto- 
fore announced, and which, we believe, our readers have 
generally approved. 

Our main object, as we have said, is to collect and 
diffuse useful and entertaining information relating to the 
History of our State, (including of course its biography, 
and other appendages,) from the earliest period to the 
present time. Our first business, accordingly, is to ga- 
ther up and give out all the partial memorials, fugitive 
pieces, and other writings, any where extant, that may 
serve to recall the “form and pressure”’ of the ancient 
Past ; and we freely confess that we have a strong affec- 
tion for this service. At the same time, we must say 
again, that we are not exactly antiquaries, (as some 
would have us,) but only lovers of historic lore. We 
have no thought, certainly, of going out of the warm 
and sensible world around us, to bury ourselves amidst 
the rubbish of antiquity—to dote upon dust—or to muse 
over the mouldering bones, and other precious remains, 
which may still be found in the old family vault of de- 
parted Time. These things, we admit, have their value 
and their interest in our eyes ; but they are by no means 
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particularly agreeable to our taste, and we readily leave 
them to those who have more leisure, and a stronger 
passion to enjoy them. Our proper business, we take 
it, is rather with those parts and points of our past his- 
tory which have been active and effective in producing 
the present state of things, and which therefore deserve 
to be remembered and considered by all our citizens, 

It is true, we believe with Carlyle, that “the leafy 
blossoming Present Time springs from the whole Past, 
remembered and unrememberable ;’? but we are also 
disposed with him to “ distinguish well,’ as he advises, 
“© between what still reaches to the surface, and is alive 
and frondent (or frondiferous) for us; and what no lon- 
ger reaches to the surface, but moulders safe under 
ground, never to send forth leaves or fruit for mankind 
any more.” ‘The former we shall gather up with zeal- 
ous care; the latter we shall leave to rest where it lies. 

In short, we do not purpose to go out of the Present 
into the Past, to become resident there, (as antiquaries 
do,) but we only intend to go back a little to bring up 
the rear guard of the Past, which has been left too far 
out of sight in this rapid *‘ march of mind,” in order to 
reinforce and aid the Present in its still onward progress 
of improvement, and to conspire with it to form and 
fashion the Future into all those finer shapes and fancies 
of grace and beauty which, under the care of a wise 
and gracious Providence, we may fondly hope it will 
hereafter display. This, we say, is our proper purpose ; 
and in this service we shall trust that many of our friends 
and fellow-eitizens—especially the more intelligent and 
patriotic among them—will cordially unite with us, and 
give us all the aid that we may fairly require. 

But while we are thus attending more particularly te 
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the Past, we shall always have an eye to the present and 
passing scene. We shall, accordingly, look out now 
and then from the ‘‘ loop-holes of our retreat,”’ upon the 
movements of the living age, and enileavor to catch 
some slight sketches of the volatile picture before us, on 
the little camera obscura at our hand. Without a figure, 
we shall hope to furnish some occasional notices of cur- 
rent events—or speculations upon them—to serve as 
hints for the future history of our State. It is true, that 
with our present scanty space, these notices must be few 
and brief; but they may still be of some little use, per- 
haps, for reference hereafter. 

We must add, that we purpose also to give our read- 
ers, if possible, a little more literary and miscellaneous 
matter hereafter, than we have done heretofore. We in- 
tend, more particularly, to furnish them with some Spe- 
cimens of Early English Poets, and Leaves from Old 
Authors—cotemporaries of our fathers at different peri- 
ods of our history—which we think they may find agree- 
able, both for illustration and relief. At the same time, 
we shall continue to favor them with any fair samples of 
our own writers, both in prose and poetry, that we may 
be able to obtain; and we hope, in this way, to aid the 
cause of Polite Letters in our State, 

For the rest, we have only to thank our correspon- 
dents for their past favors, and to solicit their continued 
aid. It is true we have a good stock of provisions on 
hand to furnish our table (of contents) for some time ; 
but we shall still need a constant supply of fresh articles 
of various sorts, that the tastes of our guests ‘* studious 
of change,” and “ pleased with novelty” as well as with 


antiquity, may ‘‘ be indulged” and gratified. 
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THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Tue Tuirp AnnuaL MEETING. 


The Third Annual Meeting of the Virginia Historical 
Society was held,according to adjournment, in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates, on Thursday evening, the 10th inst., 
and was graced by the attendance of a large and brilliant 
audience—the Governor of the Commonwealth, many mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, gentlemen and ladies, citi- 
zens and strangers—assembled on the interesting occasion. 

In the absence of the President of the Society, (the Hon. 
Wm. C. Rives, of Albemarle,) Wm. H. Macfarland, Esq., 
of this City, one of the Vice-Presidents, presided ; and, on 
taking the chair, made a brief and very apppropriate ad- 
dress. After this, Gustavus A. Myers, Esq., a member, in 
the absence of Conway Robinson, Esq., the Chairman, 
read the Report of the Executive Committee, showing the 
progress of the Society during the past year; certainly very 
honorable to the Board, and very gratifying to all the friends 
of the cause. 

The Secretary, Mr. Maxwell, then read a List of the 
Books, and other donations which had been received since 
the last Annual Meeting; and announced the names of the 
Honorary and Corresponding Members who had been elec- 
ted during the same period. 

Wm. M. Burwell, Esq., of Bedford, now read the An- 
nual Discourse, upon the subject of the True Policy of Vir- 
ginia, indicated by her past history, and, more particularly, 
by her present position in relation to the United States, 
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prompting her to develope all her natural resources in the 
prosecution of her agricultural, manufacturing, and com- 
mercial interests, along with the education of her citizens, 
and likely to result, as he hoped, in the future prosperity 
of all her people ;—a sensible and suggestive paper, full of 
just thoughts, embellished with fine fancies, and altogether 
worthy of the grave and earnest attention with which it 
was heard. 

The Rev. P. Slaughter, of Petersburg, a Corresponding 
Member of the Society, being present, and duly invited, 
submitted some remarks relating to his late travels in Eng- 
Jand, Scotland, and Italy, illustrating the patriotic feelings 
ofa Virginian abroad, and referring to some points in the 
early annals of our State; which were finely conceived and 
handsomely expressed ; and which were heard accordingly 
with lively satisfaction by all present. 

The Secretary read a Letter from Hugh B. Grigsby, Esq., 
formerly of Norfolk, but now of Charlotte, a Correspond- 
ing Member of the Society, proposing that the Society 
should immediately proceed to build a suitable House, for 
the reception of its Library and other treasures ; and offer- 
ing to be one of a hundred gentlemen who should subscribe 
one hundred dollars each, making the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, for the object ;—which was referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Mr. Conway, of Fredericksburg, now offered a resolu- 
tion thanking Mr. Burwell for his able and interesting dis- 
course, and requesting a copy of it for preservation in the 
archives, and for publication, along with the Proceedings 
of the Meeting, by the Executive Committee ; which was 
adopted. 

Altogether the meeting was one of great interest, and 
we feel assured that the impressions which it has made 
upon the minds and hearts of all present, are highly favor- 
able and auspicious to the future prosperity of the cause in 
which this patriotic Society is so laudably and so success- 
fully engaged.* 


*In this short statement we refer of course only to the regular Proceed- 
ings of the Meeting, embraced in the order of the evening. ‘There were 
some other incidents of the occasion,—Mr. Wise’s speech, Mr. Lee’s hand- 
some reply, &c., which, strictly speaking, were hardly legitimate parts of the 
— and which we have, therefore, not thought it worth while to 
record. 
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THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


In submitting our Annual Report to the Society at this 
time, we are happy to congratulate you on what we may 
fairly call the prosperous state of our affairs. 

It is true that owing to the extraordinary engagements 
of our worthy chairman in a still higher service, and, we 
regret to add, the want of punctuality in many of our mem- 
bers who have failed to forward their annual contributions, 
we have not been able to publish the continuation of the 
Early Voyages which we announced in our last report; 
but, in other respects, we have prosecuted our engagement 
with good success. For some proof of this fact, we may 
refer you to the pages of the Virginia Historical Register, 
conducted by our Secretary with our aid and sanction, 
which has gathered and given to the public some truly val- 
uable contributions to the Historic Literature of our State, 
and some of which, we may say, would never have seen 
the light but for the existence of our Society and its con- 
venient organ. At the same time, this work has done 
much, and will do more, to popularise the subjects of the 
History and Biography of our State, and to diffuse a taste 
for enquiry into these interesting matters among our Citi- 
zens, which cannot but produce the best results, 

We may mention also what our General Agent reports— 
that during the late summer, he made some rapid exeur- 
sions into the counties of Powhatan, Albemarle, Prince 
Edward, Charlotte and Halifax, to invite the co-operation 
of our fellow-citizens in those parts, and that his overtures 
were every where received with all the favor which he could 
have fairly hoped. The result will appear in the gratifying 
fact that we have received 80 new members into our Soci- 
ety, of whom ten have chosen to become Life Members, 
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and have thus made a handsome addition of $500 to our 
permanent fund. We may add, that we have also received 
some valuable donations to our Library which will be more 
particularly mentioned in our Librarian’s report; and we 
have also imported a small parcel of rare and important 
books from London, which must be of great service to us 
in the preparation of our future works for the press. 

In short, we have done what we could to maintain the 
cause committed to our care, according to the means put 
into our hands. With more means our successors will of 
course be able to do more; and we may trust that thoge 
means will not be wanting. The cause in which we are 
engaged is one which naturally appeals to all the best and 
finest sensibilities of our nature. It appeals, more partic- 
ularly, to that patriotic feeling which attaches us to our 
native land, and all the free and generous institutions which 
it enshrines in its bosom; and to that noble sentiment which 
leads us to honor our ancestors, and preserve their saered 
memories as at once the ornaments and the muniments of 
our Commonwealth. It is no wonder, then, that the an- 
nouncement of it has been, every where, received with 
such lively demonstrations of approbation and favor as can- 
not be mistaken. In the just popularity of our engage- 
ment, therefore, we may find a sure guarantee for a large 
ultimate success. Inthe mean time, however, it is obvious, 
and recent experience has rather painfully demonstrated, 
that we cannot prosecute our labors with all that effect 
which is so desirable on many accounts, without the gene- 
rous aid of the Legislature, which we have been instructed 
to invoke, and which, we are persuaded, will not be de- 
nied. The unsolicited recommendation of our worthy 
Governor on this point cannot be disregarded by the hono- 
rable bodies which compose our General Assembly, who 
must share his sentiments, and will, perhaps, anticipate our 
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application by their own prompt and spontaneous action 
in the case. ; 

We cannot close this brief statement without adverting, 
for a moment, to the loss which our Society, as well as the 
whole community, has sustained in the deaths, during the 
past year, of two of our honorary members—Benjamin 
Watkins Leigh, and Chapman Johnson—both alike and 
almost equally distinguished for virtues, talents, and public 
services, whose rare and resplendent lustre cannot be ex- 
tinguished, but must continue to beam brightly about their 
names for years and generations to come. And we must 
mention also, with due emotion, the more recent demise 
of another honorary member,—the venerable Albert Galla- 
tin, of New York, whose early association with our City, 
and with some of the Fathers of our Commonwealth, he 
has himself commemorated in a grateful letter preserved in 
our archives ; and whose subsequent conduct and charac- 
ter conspicuously displayed in the councils of our country, 
and still more fairly perhaps as a private citizen but still a 
public man, through a long life to a ‘‘ good old age,’ and 
even down to the day of his death, have crowned his memo- 
ry with pure and permanent fame. 


FLATTERY. 


—— O thou World, great nurse of flattery, 
Why dost thou tip men’s tongues with golden words, 
And poise their deeds with weight of heavy lead, 
That fair performance cannot follow promise? 
O that a man might hold the heart’s close book, 
And choke the lavish tongue, when it doth utter 
The breath of falsehood, not character’d there !— 
Old Play. 


1* 
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VIRGINIA IN 1671. 


Enquiries to the Governor of Virginia, submitted by the Lords 
Commissioners of Foreign Plantations, with the Governor's An- 
swers to each distinct head. 


[We copy this paper from Hening’s Statutes at Large, vol. 
2nd, p. 511, for convenient reference, and for the sake of the 
important ahd interesting information it contains. *’These en- 
quiries,” says Mr. H.. “ were propounded in the year 1670, and 
received their answers in 1671, while Sir William Berkeley was 
Governor of Virginia. A more correct statistical account of 
Virginia at that period, cannot, perhaps, any where be found. 
The answers appear to have been given with great candor, and 
were from a man well versed in every thing relating to the coun- 
try, having been for many years governor.”’] 


1. What councils, assemblies, and courts of judicature 
are within your government, and of what nature and kind? 

Answer. There is a governor and sixteen counsellors, 
who have from his sacred majestie, a commission of Oyer 
and Terminer, who judge and determine all causes that are 
above fifteen pound sterling; for what is under, there are 
particular courts in every county, which are twenty in num- 
ber. Every year, at least the assembly is called, before 
whom lye appeals, and this assembly is composed of two 
burgesses out of every county. These lay the necessary 
taxes, as the necessity of the war with the Indians, or their 
exigencies require. 

2. What courts of judicature are within your govern- 
ment relating to the admiralty ? 

Answer. In twenty eight yeares there has never been 
one prize brought into the country ; so that there is no need 
for a particular court for that concern, 
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3. Where the legislative and executive powers of your 
government are seated ? 


Answer. In the governor, councel and assembly, and 
officers substituted by them. 

4. What statute laws and ordinances are now made and 
in force ? 


‘Answer. The secretary of this country every year sends 
to the lord chancellor, or one of the principal secretaries, 
what laws are yearly made; which for the most part con- 
cern only our own private exigencies; for, contrary to the 
laws of England, we never did, nor dare make any, only 
this, that no sale of land is good and legal, unless within 
three months after the conveyance it be recorded in the 
general court, or county courts. 


5. What number of horse and foot are within your gov- 
ernment, and whether they be trained bands or standing 
forces ? 


Answer. All our freemen are bound to be trained every 
month in their particular counties, which we suppose, and 
do not much mistake in the calculation, are near eight 
thousand horse: there are more, but it is too chargeable 
for poor people, as wee are, to exercise them. 

6. What castles and fforts are within your government, 
and how situated, as also what stores and provisions they 
are furnished withall ? 

“Answer. There are five fforts in the country, two in 
James river and one in the three other rivers of York, Rap- 
pahannock and Potomeck; but God knows we have neither 
skill or ability to make or maintain them ; for there is not, 
nor, as far as my enquiry can reach, ever was one ingenier 
in the country, so that we are at continual charge to repair 
unskilfull and inartificial buildings of that nature. There 
is not above thirty great and serviceable guns; this we 
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yearly supply with powder and shot as far as our utmost 
abilities will permit us. 


7. What number of privateers do frequent your coasts 
and neighbouring seas ; what their burthens are; the num- 
ber of their men and guns, and the names of their com- 
manders ? 


Answer. None to our knowledge, since the late Dutch 
war. 


8. What is the strength of your bordering neighbours, 
be they Indians or others, by sea and land; what corres- 
pondence do you keep with your neighbours? 


Answer. We have no Europeans seated nearer to us 
than St. Christophers or Mexico that we know of, except 
some few ffrench that are beyond New England, The In- 
dians, our neighbours are absolutely subjected, so that there 
is no fear of them. As for correspondence, we have none 
with any European strangers; nor is there a possibility to 
have it with our own nation further than our traffick con- 
cerns. 


9. Whatarms, ammunition and stores did you find upon 
the place, or have been sent you since, upon his majestyes 
account; when received; how employed; what quantity 
of them is there remaining, and where ? 

Answer. When I came into the country, I found one 
only ruinated ffort, with eight great guns, most unservice- 
able, and all dismounted but four, situated in a most un- 
healthy place, and where, if an enemy knew the sound- 
ings, he could keep out of the danger of the best guns in 
Europe. His majesty, in the time of the Dutch warr, sent 
us thirty great guns, most of which were lost in the ship 
that brought them. Before, or since this, we never had 
one great or small gun sent us, since my coming hither; 
nor, I believe, in twenty years before. All that have been 








THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 9 


sent by his sacred majesty, are still in the country, with a 
few more we lately bought. 


10. What monies have been paid or appointed to be 
paid by his majesty, or levied within your government for 
and towards the buying of armes or making or maintaining 
of any fortifications or castles, and how have the said mo- 
nies been expended ? 


Answer. Besides those guns I mentioned, we never had 
any monies of his majesty towards the buying of ammuni- 
tion or building of fforts. What monies can be spared out 
of the publick revenue, we yearly lay out in ammunition. 


11. What are the boundaries and contents of the land, 
within your government? 


Answer. As for the boundaries of our land, it was once 
great, ten degrees in latitude, but now it has pleased his 
majesty to confine us to halfe a degree. Knowingly, I 
speak this. Pray God it may be for his majesty’s service, 
but I much fear the contrary. 

12. What commodities are there of the production, 
growth and manufacture of your plantation; and particu- 
larly, what materials are there already growing, or may be 
produced for shipping in the same ? 

Answer. Commodities of the growth of our country, we 
never had any but tobacco, which in this yet is considera 
ble, that it yields his majesty a great revenue ; but of late, 
we have begun to make silk, and so many mulberry trees 
are planted, and planting, that if we had skilfull men from 
Naples or Sicily to teach us the art of making it perfectly, 
in less than half an age, we should make as much silk in 
an year as England did yearly expend three score years 
since ; but now we hear it is grown to a greater excess, 
and more common and vulgar usage. Now, for shipping, 
we have admirable masts and very good oaks ; but for iron 
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ore I dare not say there is sufficient to keep one iron mill 
going for seven years. 

13. Whether salt-petre is or may be produced within 
your plantation, and if so, at what rate may it be delivered 


in England? 

Answer, Salt-petre, we know of none in the country. 

14. What rivers, harbours or roads are there in or about 
your plantation and government, and of what depth and 
soundings are they? 

Answer. Rivers, we have four, as I named before, all 
able, safely and severally to bear an harbour a thousand 
ships of the greatest burthen. 

15. What number of planters, servants and slaves; and 
how many parishes are there in your plantation ? 

Answer. We suppose, and I am very sure we do not 
much miscount, that there is in Virginia above forty thous- 
and persons, men, women and children, and of which there 
are two thousand black slaves, six thousand christian ser- 
vants, for a short time, the rest are born in the country or 
have come in to settle and seat, in bettering their condi- 
tion in a growing country. 

16. What number of English, Scots or Irish have for 
these seven yeares last past come yearly to plant and inha- 
bite within your government, as also what dlacks or slaves 
have been brought in within the said time? 

Answer. Yearly, we suppose there comes in, of servants, 
about fifteen hundred, of which, most are English, few 
Scotch, and fewer Irish, and not above two or three ships 
of negroes in seven years. 

17. What number of people have yearly died, within 
your plantation and government for these seven years last 
past, both whites and blacks? 

“lnswer. All new plantations are, for an age ortwo, un- 
healthy, till they are thoroughly cleared of wood; but un- 
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less we had a particular register office, for the denoting of 
all that died, I cannot give a particular answer to this que- 
ry, only this I can say, that there is not often unseasoned 
hands (as we term them) that die now, whereas heretofore 
not one of five escaped the first year. 

18. What number of ships do trade yearly to and from 
your plantation, and of what burthen are they? 

Answer. English ships, near eighty come out of Eng- 
land and Ireland every year for tobacco ; few New England 
ketches ; but of our own, we never yet had more than two 
at one time, and those not more than twenty tuns burthen. 

19. What obstructions do you find to the improvement 
of the trade and navigation of the plantations within your 
government? 

Answer. Mighty and destructive, by that severe act of 
parliament which excludes us the having any commerce 
with any nation in Europe but our own, so that we cannot 
add to our plantation any commodity that grows out of it, 
as olive trees, cotton or vines. Besides this, we cannot 
procure any skilfull men for one now hopefull commodity, 
silk; for itis not lawfull for us to carry a pipe stave, or a 
barrel of corn to any place in Europe out of the king’s do- 
minions. If this were for his majesty’s service or the good 
of his subjects, we should not repine, whatever our suffer- 
ings are for it; but on my soul, it is the contrary for both. 
And this is the cause why no small or great vessells are built 
here; for we are most obedient to all laws, whilst the New 
England men break through, and men trade to any place 
that their interest lead them. 

20. What advantages or improvements do you observe 
that may be gained to your trade and navigation ? 

“Answer. None, unless we had liberty to transport our 
pipe staves, timber and corn to other places besides the 
king’s dominions. 
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21. What rates and duties are charged and payable upon 
any goods exported out of your plantation, whither of your 
own growth or manufactnre, or otherwise, as also upon 


goods imported? 

Answer. No goods, either exported or imported, pay 
any the least duties here, only two shillings the hogshead 
on tobacco exported, which isto defray all public charges ; 
and this year we could not get an account of more than 
fifteen thousand hogsheads, out of which the king allows 
me a thousand* yearly, with which I must maintain the port 
of my place, and one hundred intervening charges that 
cannot be put to public account. And I can knowingly 
affirm, that there is no government of ten years settlement, 
but has thrice as much allowed him. But I am supported 
by my hopes, that his gracious majesty will one day consi- 
der me. 

22. What revenues doe or may arise to his majesty 
within your government, and of what nature is it; by whom 
is the same collected, and how answered and accounted to 
his majesty ? 

“lnswer. There is no revenue arising to his majesty but 
out of the quit-rents ; and this he hath given away to a de- 
serving servant, Col. Henry Norwood. 

23. What course is taken about the instructing the peo- 
ple, within your government in the christian religion ; and 
what provision is there made for the paying of your min- 
istry ? ; 

“Answer. The same course that is taken in England out 
of towns; every man according to his ability instructing 
his children. We have fforty eight parishes, and our min- 
isters are well paid, and by my consent should be better if 
they would pray oftener and preach less. But of all other 


*He Means £1000 sterling money ; which was the stated salary of the 
governor. 




















THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 13 





commodities, so of this, the worst are sent us, and we had 
few that we could boast of, since the persicution in Crom- 
well’s tiranny drove divers worthy men hither. But, I thank 
God, there are no free schools nor printing, and I hope we 
shall not have these hundred years ; for learning has brought 
disobedience, and heresy, and sects into the world, and 
printing has divulged them, and libels against the best gov- 
ernment. God keep us from both !* 


* Mr. Hening adds a note to his copy ef this paper which 
we shall also append te ours as follows: “ Nothing can display 
im stronger colors the execrable policy of the British govern- 
meut, in relation to the colonies, than the sentiments uttered by 
Sir William Berkeley, in his answer to the last interrogatory. 
These were, doubtless, his genuine sentiments, which recom- 
mended him so highly to the favor of the crown, that he was 
continued governor of Virginia from 1641 to 1677, a period of 
thirty-six years, if we except the short interval of the common- 
wealth, and a few occasional times of absence from his govern- 
ment, on visits to England. ‘The more profoundly ignorant the 
colonists could be kept, the better subjects they were for slavery. 
None but tyrants dread the diffusion of knowledge and the lib- 
erty of the press. 

The same hostility to the introduction of printing which was 
manifested by Sir William Berkeley, was shewn by Lord Cul- 
peper, who was governor of Virginia in 1622, only eleven years 
after these principles were avowed by Sir William Berkeley. 
It will be seen by the following extract, which is from a MS. of 
unquestionable authority, that at the last mentioned date, a 
printer had actually commenced his business in Virginia, but 
was prohibited by the governor and council from printing any 
thing, till the king’s pleasure should be known, which, it may 
be presumed was very tardily communicated, as the first evi- 
dence of printing thereafter in Virginia was on the revised laws 
contained in the edition of 1733. 

“ February 21st, 1682, John Buckner called before the Lord 
“Culpeper and his council for printing the laws of 1680, with- 
“out his excellency’s licence, and he and the printer ordered to 
“enter into bond in £100 not to print any thing thereafter, un- 
til his majesty’s pleasure should be known.” (Bland Ms. pa. 
498.) 
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AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


SCRAPS FROM THE RECORDS. 


Whatever serves to illustrate the character and customs 
of the people of a past generation is interesting, and es- 
pecially so, to their descendants, or successors. The early 
records of Augusta County furnish many passages of this 
description, some of which we propose to publish. Some 
of them are interesting as items of history, derived from a 
source which entitles them to entire credit, and not found- 
ed on vague tradition; and cthers are curious as exhibit- 
ing the simplicity of the times~+the sternness with which 
laws, apparently the most severe, were executed—and the 
great changes which have taken place in our County in the 
course of a century. 

The first Court was held in this County on the 9th day 
of December, 1745. The Magistrates were John Lewis, 
Hugh Thompson, Robert Cunningham, James Kerr and 
Adam Dickenson. John Patton was the first Sheriff. John 
Madison, father of the late Bishop Madison of the Epis- 
copal Church, was appointed Clerk by commission under 
the hand and seal of Thomas Nelson, Secretary of Virgi- 
nia.— William Russell, James Porteus, Gabrie] Jones, John 
Quinn and Thomas Chew, qualified as Attorneys. On the 
second day of the Court, a commission, under the hand of 
William Dawson, President of William and Mary College, 
was read, appointing Thomas Lewis surveyor. ‘ James 
Patton, Sheriff, moved the Court to be informed how he 
was to secure his prisoners, as well debtors as criminals, 
there being no prison: Whereupon, the Court ordered the 
Sheriff to summon a sufficient guard, and to pay them out 
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of the next County levy; and also, that he provide shack- 
les, bolts, handcuffs, &c.”” A committee was appointed 
‘to agree with workmen to repair the court-house, build a 
prison, and erect stocks.’ Thus all the ‘means and ap- 
pliances” being provided for the administration of justice 
and the punishment of offenders, the Court set to work to 
do their duty ; and they did it sometimes with, what would 
now be called, a vengeance. 

Feb. 10, 1746.—It was “ ordered that the Sheriff take 
William Linwell into custody, and that he be fined five 
shillings for being drunk.” Feb. 11th,—‘ The Court be- 
ing informed that James McClune hath spoke treasonable 
words, it is ordered that the Sheriff bring him before the 
Court to answer the same.” 

The following order throws some light upon the habits 
of the lawyers of that day. We presume it has never been 
rescinded: Feb. 12th.—* Ordered that any attorney inter- 
rupting another at the bar, or speaking when he is not em- 
ployed, forfeit five shillings.” ‘‘ Ordered that William Smith 
pay five shillings for being drunk,’ —That seems to have 
been the regular charge for the privilege. 

Feb. 19th.—The claims of fourteen persons for losses 
sustained by the Indians were proved in Court, and order- 
ed to be certified to the General Assembly for allowance. 
These losses were, no doubt, sustained the previous year, 
when the Shawnees made an inroad upon the settlers. A 
battle was fought between them and a company of men 
under Capt. McDowell, in which the whites were worsted 
—the Captain and a number of his men being killed. 

March 10th.—The following rate for ordinaries was 
adopted, viz: A hot diet well dressed, 9d; a cold, ditto, 
6d; lodging, with clean sheets, 3d, (how much with un- 
clegn is not stated ;) stabling and fodder a night, 6d; rum, 
the gallon, 9s ; whiskey, the gallon, 6s; claret, the quart, 5s. 
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April 15th.—" John Nicholas, gentleman, deputy attor- 
ney of this County, having refused to officiate, the Court 
do recommend Gabriel Jones, gentleman, to his Honor the 
Governor, as a fit person to transact his Majesty’s affairs in 
this county.” 

May, 1746.—‘‘ John Preston came into Court and pray- 
ed leave to prove his importation, which was granted him: 
and thereupon he made oath that, at his own charge, he 
had imported himself, Elizabeth his wife, William his son, 
and Lettica and Ann his daughters, immediately from Ire- 
land into this colony, and that this is the first time of prov- 
ing his said right, in order to partake of his Majesty’s bounty 
for taking up land.”’ At the same Court it was “ ordered 
that Edward Boyle for damning the Court and swearing four 
oaths in their presence, be put in the stocks for two hours 
and be fined twenty shillings.” 

May 21st, 1747.—George Wythe, the celebrated lawyer 
and signer of the Declaration of Independence, qualified 
to practice as an attorney in this Court. The Grand Jury 
presented five persons as swearers and two for Sabbath- 
breaking. 

May 20th, 1748.—On the motion of Matthew Lyle, 
yts ordered to be certified, that they have built a Presbyte- 
rian Meeting-house at a place known by the name of Tim- 
ber Ridge ; another at New Providence ; and another ata 
place known by the name of Falling Spring.” Dissenters 
were permitted to worship only at certain authorized places. 

May 17th, 1749.—* Jacob Castle being accused by the 
oath of Adam Harmon for threatening to goe over to and 
be aiding and assisting to the French against his Majesty’s 
forces, as appears by precept under the hand of John Buch- 
anon and George Robinson, gentlemen, its ordered that 
the Sheriff take the said Castle into custody.” 

Gabriel Jones, whose name has occurred several times, 
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was the first, and for a long time, the only lawyer that lived 
in this region of country.—He was, therefore, emphatically 
the lawyer. He lived near Port Republic, and the road he 
travelled to Court is still known as the Lawyer’s road. An 
incident, which is said to have occurred at a period much 
later than any of the preceding dates, is related to show 
the extent of his influence. He was once engaged in a 
case and had Judge Holmes, then a young man, as oppo- 
sing counsel. The Judge was mischievous and witty, and 
contrived to get the old gentleman in a furious passion, 
when he became very profane. After bearing with him for 
some time, the Court consulted together to determine what 
should be done. To think of punishing lawyer Jones was 
altogether out of the question; so the presiding Justice 
gravely gave in this wise decision:—‘ That if Mister 
Holmes did not quit worrying Mister Jones and making 
him curse and swear so, he should be sent to jail.” 


yd. AY W, 
Staunton. 


THE ASSOCIATION IN WILLIAMSBURG, IN 1770. 


[We copy the following paper from the Virginia Gazette of 
June 28th, 1770, (an odd number that we happen to have,) and 
cannot doubt that it will be read with lively interest, as furnish- 
ing a fine illustration of the old Virginia spirit of that day. Our 
colonial fathers could not lawfully forbid or prevent the impor- 
tation of British or foreign goods, but they could abstain from 
importing, or using them after they were brought into the country; 
and they were ready to suffer any inconvenience, in order to 
maintain their true constitutional rights and liberties as British 
freemen, against the arbitrary acts of the British Parliament, 


On 
~ 
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intended and calculated to cireumvent them. It will be obser- 
ved that the most eminent names of Virginia are among the 
signatures to the paper. 

The proceedings of the company at the Old Raleigh, which 
we add from the same source, are in proper keeping with the 
spirit of the Association; and the toasts and sentiments drunk 
on the occasion are manifestly in good taste, and such as must 
have given a new relish to their wine.] 


The ASSOCIATION entered into last Friday, the 22nd instant, 
by the Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses, and the Body 
of Merchants, assembled in this city. 


\ E his Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects of Vir- 

ginia, declaring our inviolable and unshaken fidelity 
and attachment to our gracious sovereign, our affection for 
all our fellow subjects of Great Britain, and our firm deter- 
mination to support, at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, 
the laws, the peace, and good order of government in this 
colony; but at the same time affected with great and just 
apprehensions of the fatal consequences certainly to fol- 
low from the arbitrary imposition of taxes on the people of 
Imerica, for the purpose of raising a revenue from them, 
without the consent of their répresentatives; and as we 
consider it to be the indispensable duty of every virtuous 
member of society to prevent the ruin, and promote the 
happiness, of his country, by every lawful means, although 
in the prosecution of such a laudable and necessary design 
some unhappy consequences may be derived to many in- 
nocent fellow subjects, whom we wish not to injure, and 
who we hope will impute our conduct tothe real necessity 
of our affairs: Influenced by these reasons, we do most 
earnestly recommend this our association to the serious at- 
tention of all Gentlemen merchants, traders, and other in- 
habitants of this colony, not doubting but they will readily 
and cordially accede thereto. And at the same time we, 
and every of us, do most solemnly oblige ourselves, upon 
our word and honor, to promote the welfare and commer- 
cial interests of all those truly worthy merchants, traders, 
and others, inhabitants of this colony, who shall hereafter 
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conform to the spirit of this association; but that we will 
upon all occasions, and at all times hereafter, avoid pur- 
chasing any commodity or article of goods whatsoever from 
any importer or seller of British merchandise or European 
goods, whom we may know or believe, in violation of the 
essential interests of this colony, to have preferred their 
own private emolument, by importing or selling articles 
prohibited by this association, to the destruction of the 
dearest rights of the people of this colony. And for the 
more effectual discovery of such defaulters, it is resolved, 

That a committee of five be chosen in every county, by 
the majority of associaters in each county, who, or any 
three of them, are hereby authorized to publish the names of 
such signers of the association as shal] violate their agree- 
ment; and when there shall be an importation of goods 
into any county, such committee, or any three of them, are 
empowered to convene themselves, and in a_ civil manner 
apply to the merchant or importers concerned and desire 
to see the invoices and papers respecting such importation, 
and if they find any goods therein contrary to the associa- 
tion to let the importers know that it is the opinion and 
request of the country thatsuch goods shall not be opened 
or stored, but reshipped to the place from whence they 
came: And in case of refusal, without any manner of vio- 
lence, inform them of the consequences, and proceed to 
publish an account of their conduct. 

Secondly. That we the subscribers, as well by our own 
example as all other legal ways and means in our power, 
will promote and encourage industry and frugality, and dis- 
courage all manner of luxury and extravagance. 

Thirdly. That we will not hereafter, directly or indirectly, 
import, or cause to be imported, from Great Britain, any of 
the goods hereafter enumerated, either for sale of for our 
own use ; to wit, spirits, cider, perry, beer, ale, porter, malt, 
pease, beef, fish, butter, cheese, tallow, candles, fruit, pick- 
les, confectionary, chairs, tables, looking glasses, carriages, 
joiners work, and cabinet work of all sorts, riband, India 
goods of all sorts (except spices) calico of mere than 3s. 
sterling per yard, upholstery (by which is meant paper hang- 
ings, beds ready made, furniture for beds, and carpeting) 
watches, clocks, silversmiths work of all sorts, silks of all 
sorts (except womens bonnets and hats, sewing silk, and 
netting silk) cotton stuffs of more than 3s. stesling per 
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yard, linens of more than Qs. sterling per yard (extra Irish 
linens) gauze, lawns, cambrick of more than 6s. sterling 

er yard, woollen and worsted stuffs of all sorts of more 
than 2s. sterling per yard, broadcloths of more than $s. 
sterling per yard, narrow cloths of all kinds of more than 
4s. sterling per yard, not Jess than 7-Sths yard wide, hats 
of greater value than 10s. sterling, stockings of more than 
36s. sterling per dozen, shoes of more than 5s. sterling per 
pair, beots, faddles, mens exceeding 25s. and womens ex- 
ceeding 40s. sterling, cxclusive of bridles, which are allow- 
ed, portmanteaus, saddle bags, and all other manufactured 
leather, neither oil or painters colours, if both, or either of 
them, be subject to any duty after the Ist of December next. 
And that we will not import, or cause to be imported, any 
horses, nor purchase those which may be imported by 
others, after the 1st of Wovember next. 

Fourthly. That we will not import or bring into the 
colony, or cause to be imported or brought into the colony, 
either by sea or land, any slaves, or make sale of any upon 
commission, or purchase any slave or slaves that may be 
imported by others, after the 1st day of Wovember next, un- 
less the same have been twelve months upon the continent. 

Fifthly. That we will not import any wines, on which a 
duty is laid by act of Parliament for the purpose of raising 
a revenue in America, or purchase such as may be import- 
ed by others, after the Ist day of September next. 

Sixthly. That no wine be imported by any of the sub- 
scribers, or other person, from any of the colonies on this 
continent, or any other place, from the time of signing this 
association, contrary to the terms thereof. 

Seventhly. That all such goods as may or shall be im- 
ported into this colony, in consequence of their having 
been rejected by the association committees in any of our 
sister colonies, shall not be purchased by any associatior ; 
but that we will exert every lawful means in our power ab- 
solutely to prevent the sale of all such goods, and to cause 
the same to be exported as quickly as possible. 

Eighthly. That we will got receive trom Great Britain, 
or make sale of, upon commission, any of the articles above 
excepted to, afier the first day of Sep/ember next, nor any 
of those articles which may have been really and dona fide 
ordered by us, after the 25th of December next. 

Ninthly. That we will not receive into our custody, make 
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sale of, or become chargeable with, any of the articles afore- 
mentioned, that may be ordered after the 15th of June in- 
stant, nor give orders for any from this time; and that in 
all orders which any of us may hereafter send to Great Bri- 
tain we will expressly direct and request our correspon- 
dents not to ship us any of the articles before excepted, 
and if any such goods are shipped contrary to the tenour 
of this agreement we will refuse to take the same, or make 
ourselves chargeable therewith. 

Provided nevertheless, that such goods as are already on 
hand, or may be imported according to the true intent and 
meaning of this association, may be continued for sale. 

Tenthly. That a committee of merchants, to be named 
by their own body, when called together by their Chairman, 
be appointed to take under their consideration the general 
state of the trade in this colony, and report to the associ- 
ation, at their next meeting, a list of such other manufac- 
tures of Great Britain, or commodities of any kind what- 
ever, now imported, as may reasonably, and with benefit to 
the colony, be excepted to. 

Eleventhly. That we do hereby engage ourselves, by those 
most sacred ties of honour and love to our country, that 
we will not, either upon the goods which we have already 
upon hand or may hereafter import within the true mean- 
ing of this association, make any advance in price, with a 
view to profit by the restrictions hereby laid on the trade 
of this colony. 

Twelfthly. That we will not at any time hereafter, di- 
rectly or indirectly, import, or cause to be imported, or 
purchase from any person who shall import, any mercan- 
dise or manufactures exported from Great Britain, which 
are, or hereafter shall be taxed by act of Parliament for the 
purposes of raising a revenue in America. 

Resolved, that a meeting of the associators shall be call- 
ed at the discretion of the Moderator, or at the request of 
twenty members of the association, signified to him in wri- 
ting; and in case of the death of the present Moderator, 
the next person subscribing hereto be considered as Mod- 
erator, and act as such until the next general meeting. 

Lastly. That these resolves shall be binding on all and 
each of the subscribers, who do hereby, each and every 
person for himself, agree that he will strictly and firmly ad- 
here to and abide by every article of this association from 
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the time of his signing the same until the act of Paliament 
which imposes a duty on tea, paper, glass, and painters 
colours, be totally repealed, or until a general meeting of 
one hundred associators, after one month’s publick notice, 
shall determine otherwise, the twelfth article of this agree- 
ment still and for ever continuing in force until the contra- 
ry be declared by a general meeting of the signers of this 
association. 


Signed in Williamsburg, this 22d of June, 1770. 


Peyton Randolph, Moderator, Richard Mitchell, 
Andrew Sprowle, Chairman of Cornelius Thomas, 


the Trade, James Dennistone, 
Ro. C. Nicholas, William Snodgrass, 
Richard Bland, Benjamin Baker, 
Edmund Pendleton, Patrick Coutts, 
Archibald Cary, Neill Campbell, 
Richard Henry Lee, John Donelson, 
Henry Lee, Neil M’Coull, 
Charles Carter, Corotoman, Thomas Jett, 
Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Kerr, 
Severn Eyre, James Robinson, 
Thomas Whiting, Archibald Ritchie, 
Edward Hack Moseley, jun. Samuel Eskredge, 
George Washington, Thomas Smith, 
Burwell Bassett, James Edmondson, 
Speucer M. Ball, Anthony Walke, 
James Walker, John Wilson, of Augusta, 
Edward Osborne, George Logan, 
Southy Simpson, John Hutchings, 
Richard Lee, W. Lyne, 
John Alexander, Edward Ker, 
John Burton, Alexander Trent, } 
William Clayton, John Talbott, 
Richard Randolph, Josph Cabell, 
Benjamin Harrison, Gardner Fleming, 
P. Carrington, Samuel Harwood, 
James Pride, Humphrey Roberts, 
William Acrill, Thomas M. Randolph, 
Peter Poythress, Robert Wormeley Carter, 
James Mercer, Jerman Baker, 
N. Edwards, jun. John Gilchrist, 
Richard Adams, James Archdeacon, 
Thomas Newton, jun. Robert Donald, 
Francis Peyton, James M’Dowall, 
Thomas Barber, Alexander Baine, 


Lewis Burwell, John Smith, 
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James Cocke, 
Richard Baker, 
Benjamin Howard, 
R. Rutherford, 
Archibald Campbell, 
James Balfour, 

W. Cabell, jun. 
Daniel Barraud, 
James Mills, 

David Jameson, 
Charles Duncan, 
John Wayles, 
James Bell, 

Thomas Adams, 
Henry Taylor, 
Alexander Shaw, 
John Banister, 
Thomas Bailey, 
William Robinson, 
James Wood, 
Bolling Stark, 
Thomas Pettus, 
John Woodson, 
Henry Field, jun. 
William Roane, 
Wilson Miles Cary, 
John Blair, 

James Wallace, 
James Donald, 
Thomas Nelson, jun. 
Robert Gilmer, 
George Riddell, 
John Bland, 

Robert Miller, 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Meriwether Smith, 
Ro. Munford, Mecklenburg, 
Roger Atkinson, 

J. H. Norton, 

Lewis Burwell, of Gloucester, 
Abraham Hite, 
James Parker, 
Edward Brisbane, 
James Baird, 

Neill Buchanan, 
Archibald Buchanan, 
Andrew Mackie, 
Thomas Everard, 
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Purdie & Dixon, 
James Buchanan, 
Thomas Scott, 
Alexander Banks, 
John Johnson, 
Archibald Govan, 
Hugh M’Mekin, 
Foushee Tebbs, 
Archibald M’Call, 
Daniel Hutchings, 
Henry Morse, 
Nathaniel Terry, 
Isaac Read, 
William Rind, 
Senjamin Harrison, jun. 
Josiah Granbery, 
James Robb, 
Neil Jamieson, 
Walter Peter. 
Robert Crooks, 
John Winn, 
John Esdale, 
Nathaniel Lyttleton Savage, 
Jacob Wray, 
John Fisher, 
Hartwell Cocke, 
Edwin Gray, 
Daniel M’Callum, 
George Purdie, 
Patrick Ramsay, 
Walter Boyd, 
John Tabb, 
Richard Booker, 
John Page, jun. 
Robert Andrews, 
John Tayloe Corbin, 
John Tazewell, 
John Prentis, 
William Holt, 
John Greenhow, 
Haldenby Dixon, 
William Russell, 
Thomas Hornsby, 
John Taylor, 
James Henderson, 
James Gildchrist, 
Thomas Price. 
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After signing the association, the whole company, pre- 
ceded by the Moderator, and the Chairman of the Trade, 
walked in procession from the Capitol to the Raleigh tavern, 
where the following loyal and patriotick toasts were drank ; 

The King. 

The Queen and Royal Family. 

The Governor of Virginia. 

The Speaker of the House of Burgesses. 

The Moderator, and all patriotick associators. 

The Chairman, and those worthy Gentlemen of the Trade 
who so nobly sacrificed their private interest in the cause 
of publick liberty. 

British liberty in America. 

Daniel Dulany, Esq. 

The Pennsylvania Farmer. 

The Duke of Richmond. 

Lord Chatham. 

Lord Camden. 

Lord Shelburne. 

The worthy British merchants who joined in the petitions 
to Parliament for redress of American grievances. 

May the efforts of Virginia, joined with her sister colo- 
nies, in the cause of liberty, be crowned with success. 

May the —— of Athens, the of Rome, and the 
—— of Great Britain, be united in every American breast. 

May the Rose flourish, the Thistle grow, and the Harp 
be tuned to the cause of American liberty. 


RESOLVED, 
HAT twelve copies ef the association now agreed to be 
printed by the Moderator, in order to recommend and 
procure the same to be signed in the respective counties ; 
and the persons so appoirted shall, within two months, fix 
on a time and place in each county for the associates 
therein to assemble, and proceed to the choice of five per- 
sons to be a committee for supervising the importation or 
purchase of goods contrary to the terms of the association, 
as is therein required. And notice of such time and place 
shall be published at the courthouse, and each church, in 
the county. And the names of the persons so chosen, with 
the names of the associators in the county, shall be by the 
said Burgesses, or other persons, immediately transmitted 
to Mr. Moderator. And that a copy of this resolve be forth» 
with published in the Virginia Gazette, 











THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 25 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
SAMUEL ATHAWES TO EDWARD AMBLER. 


[This letter is a copy of the original, which has been very 
politely communicated to us by John P. Ambler, Esq., of Jaque- 
lin Hall, Orange county, who writes: “ Enclosed you will find 
a letter from Samuel Athawes, Esq., of London, introducing 
Lord Botetourt to my grand-father, Edward Ambler, Esq., then 
residing at James Town. 

This letter with a great many others, including title deeds, 
&c., was removed for safe-keeping when the Revolutionary 
War broke out, from James Town to an estate which my grand- 
father owned in Hanover county, called “* The Cottage,” where 
it remained for half a century. It has ever since been in my 
possession either at Glen Ambler, or Jaquelin Hall.” } 


Lonpon, 177TH Aveust, 1768. 


Dear Sir,—Lord Bottetourt, a Peer of the Realm, and one 
of his Majestys Bed Chamber, being appointed Gov’r of 
Virg’a in the room of Sr. Jeffrey Amherst, and being on his 
Departure in the Rippon Man of War w’ch I expect will 
Sail in a few days, I cannot help addressing you by him. 
His Lordship has the Character here, and from what I have 
seen seems to deserve it, of a Good humour’d Sensible and 
Candid Man, and I trust will make himself very Accepta- 
ble to the Colony. My Name hav’g been ment’d to his 
Lordship, and Conceiving it might be advantageous to my 
Friends as well as himself for me to be known to him, I 
waited upon his Lordship, and it is not only with his Per- 
mission but with his Approbation that I now ment’d you 
to him, not doubting but you will readily shew him every 
Civility in your power as he seems perfectly dispos’d, as far 
as in him lies, to give satisfaction to Individuals, and pro- 
mote the General Welfare and prosperity of the Colony. 


3 
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I shall esteem it a favour if you wou’d lose no time in 
paying your Congratulatory Compliments to him on his 
Arrival. Wishing perfect unanimity and Concord may pre- 
vail during his administration, 

I remain w’th Great regard, 
Dear Sir, Your M’t Obed’t Serv’t, 
SAM’L AFHAWES. 


To Epw’p Amster Esq’r in James ‘Town Virginia. 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COL. BASSETT. 


[We are indebted to H. A. Claiborne, Esq., of this city, for 
the following copy of a Letter from General Washington to 
Colonel Burwell Bassett, of Eltham, in New Kent county ; the 
original of which is in his possession. | 


Campringr, 28TH Fes, 1776. 


Dear Sir,—It was with great pleasure I received your 
favor of the 27th ult., thereby learning that all our friends 
at Eltham are well. 

I thank you heartily for the attention you have kindly 
paid to my landed affairs on the Ohio, my interest in which 
I shall be more careful of, as in the worst event, they will 
serve for an asylum. 

Few things of importance have occurred here of late, 
and to trouble you with my own difficulties and the dis- 
tresses which occur for want of such articles as are neces- 
sary in military operations, can answer no good purpose, 
and therefore I shall decline it. 

We are preparing to take possession of a post (which F 
hope to do in a few days, if we can get provided with the 
means) which will, it is generally thought, bring on a rum- 
pus between us and the enemy,—but whether it will or not, 
time only can shew. Itis believed by many, that the troops 
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are preparing for a removal from Boston—it being certain 
that they are watering and fitting up their vessels—for the 
reception of the crew, and have actually put some of their 
heavy ordnance on board; but whether this is for decep- 
tion or to prepare against orders that may arrive, I know 
not. 

Mrs. Washington says that she has wrote all the news 
she could get, (and ladies you know are never at a loss,) 
to Mrs. Bassett—to her letter therefore I refer you, and with 
sincere regard for her—the children—Mr. and Mrs. Dan- 
dridge, &c. I remain, with every sentiment of esteem and 
affection, 

Dear Sir, 
Your most ob’d’t and obliged, 


G. WASHINGTON. 


GEORGE MASON TO MARTIN COCKBURN. 


{We copy this letter from the Alexandria Gazette, where it 
appears with a statement that the original is in the Alexandria 
Museum, and was presented to it for preservation, by the late 
R. J. Taylor-of that city.] 


Wituamssoure, May 26rn, 1774. 


Dear Sir,—I arrived here on Sunday morning last, but 
found every body’s attention so entirely engrossed by the 
Boston affair, that I have as yet done nothing respecting 
my charter-rights and, I am afraid, shall not this week. 

A dissolution of the House of Burgesses is generally ex- 
pected ; but I think will not happen before the House has 
gone through the public business, which will be late jn 
June, 
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Whatever resolves or measures are intended for the pre- 
servation of our rights and liberties, will be reserved for the 
conclusion of the session. Matters of that sort here are 
conducted and prepared with a great deal of privacy, and 
by very few members ; of whom Patrick Henry is the prin- 
cipal. 

At the request of the gentlemen concerned, I have spent 
an evening with them upon the subject, where I had an 
opportunity of conversing with Mr. Henry, and knowing 
his sentiments; as well as hearing him speak in the house 
since, on different occasions. He is by far the most pow- 
erful speaker I ever heard. Every word he says not only 
engages but commands the attention; and your passions 
are no longer your own when he addresses them. But his 
eloquence is the smallest part of his merit. He is in my 
opinion the first man upon this continent, as well in abili- 
ties as public virtues, and had he lived in Rome about the 
time of the first Punic war, when the Roman people had 
arrived at their meridian glory, and their virtue not tarnish- 
ed, Mr. Henry’s talents must have put him at the head of 
that glorious Commonwealth. 

Inclosed you have the Boston Trade Act, and a resolve 
of our House of Burgesses. You will observe it is con- 
fined to the members of their own House: but they would 
wish to see the example followed through the country ; for 
which purpose the members, at their own private expense, 
are sending expresses with the resolve to their respective 
counties. Mr. Massey will receive a copy of the resolve 
from Col. Washington; and should a day of prayer and 
fasting be appointed in our county, please to tell my dear 
little family that I charge them to pay strict attention to it, 
and that I desire my three eldest sons, and my two eldest 
daughters, may attend church in mourning, if they have it, 
as I believe they have. 
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I begin to grow heartily tired of this town and hope to 
be able to leave it some time next week, but of this, I 
can't yet be certain. I beg to be tenderly remembered to 
my children, and am, with my compliments to my cousins 
and yourself, 

Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and obedient servant, 
G. MASON. 
To Mr. Cocxsurn. 


MR. SLAUGHTER’S SPEECH. 


[We are indebted to the Rev. P. Slaughter, of Petersburg, 
for the following*sketch of the substance of his Speech before 
the Virginia Historical Society, at the late Annual Meeting, on 
the evening of the 10th inst., and only regret that we cannot 
publish the handsome manner of the speaker, and the sympa- 
thetic favor of the audience, along with it, to enhance its effect. } 


Mr. President,—I am glad of an opportunity of making 
my acknowledgments for the honor you have done me 
im appointing me a Corresponding Member of your so- 
ciety. The acceptance of this office has placed me un- 
der an obligation to contribute, occasionally, to the ad- 
vancement of the objects of your interesting institu- 
tion. The gentleman who called me out, has been pleased 
to allude to my late visit to Europe. His allusion may, 
perhaps, justify me in making some little incidents of tra- 
vel, in themselves of no value, the subject of a brief ad- 
dress. 

I regret, sir, that the duties growing out of the circums 
stances under which I went abroad, did not allow me leisure 
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for exploring the sources of intelligence which were kindly 
thrown open to me by British hospitality. I therefore 
should not have presumed to have responded to the call 
which has been made upon me, but that I have a chord in 
my bosom that vibrates at the name of Virginia, like the 
strings of a harp at the breathings of the wind, and it is 
only with the hope that the hearts of the Virginians here 
present can be moved by the same touch, that I have ven- 
tured to answer the appeal, when I have really no impor- 
tant matter to communicate. 

In the Spring of 1849, I set out, in company with some 
gallant young Virginians and other Americans, to make 
the tour of Europe, and never (I may be excused for say- 
ing) did a party cross the Atlantic who more thoroughly 
exemplified the sentiment coelum non animum mutant qui 
trans mare currunt. It ts only this morning, sir, that I 
read in the Historical Register a sentiment to which I most 
heartily subscribe. The idea is, that the Creator has im- 
planted in our bosoms an instinctive love of our native land, 
which is the foundation of the virtue of patriotism. This 
virtue, nurtured by unnumbered nameless associations, 
grows with our growth and strengthens with our strength, 
until it swells into that sublime enthusiasm, which often 
enables the Patriot to exclaim, with perfect sincerity, 
‘« Dulce et decorum est pro patria mors.” 

When we were in Scotland, exploring the sights of Glas- 
gow, its great commercial metropolis—it was not her vast 
factories, with their columns of smoke mingling with the 
clouds—it was not the busy Bromielaw, vocal with the 
hum of commerce, nor her broad avenues of polished stone 
—the mansions of her merchant princes, that had the 
greatest attraction for us. There was a short and narrow 
street, on whose walls were incribed, ‘ Virginia,” and no 
Virginian who has not been ina foreign land, can tell what 
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power there is in that name to stirthe soul. We gazed at it 
as at the face of a familiar friend, and our thoughts went 
back like lightning along the electric telegraph of memory 
to our native land. We took pleasure in recalling every 
link in the chain of history which connected the place in 
which we stood with the spot were we were born. We 
listened, with interest, to an intelligent Scotchman who 
related anecdotes of the days when Virginia merchants 
thronged that street, and were regarded with such respect, 
that other men gave way that they might pass. We refer- 
red with pride to the beginning of the 17th century, when 
our ports were thrown open to Scotch adventure, and Glas- 
gow becoming the great entrepot whence the farmers-gen- 
eral of France derived their supplies of tobacco from Vir- 
ginia, received her first impulse towards that high state of 
prosperity she has since enjoyed, and we acknowledged 
with gratitude the compensation she had made us in the 
persons of her energetic sons, who formed so important an 
element in our population, and had illustrated our revolu- 
tibnary and commercial annals. 

But to proceed—when we visited Fulham palace, a ven- 
erable edifice upon the banks of the Thames, in the vicini- 
ty of London,—a palace which for centuries has been rich 
in ecclesiastical recollections—it was not the historical 
building, with its library of manuscripts—it was not the 
princely hospitality of its lordly occupant, administered as 
it was with the cordiality of an old Virginia gentleman, 
that most awakened our admiration and touched our hearts. 
In the beautiful grounds around the palace there was a 
grand old tree—a walnut tree—that lifted its towering head 
above the monarchs of the British forest, that stood ata 
respectful distance and in sullen grandeur around it. It 
was under the shadow of that tree, that we loved to linger; 
we had seen many trees in our travels—the cedars of Leb- 
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anon that shade Rosamond’s well, in Blenheim park—the 
two last relics of Birnam wood, at the entrance to the High- 
lands—the splendid avenue of Beeches on the mossy banks 
of the Tay, at Taymouth castle—the more magnificent 
horse-chesnuts, just bursting into bloom, im Bushy Park— 
all these I gazed upon with admiration and delight, but 
never did I see a tree which moved me like that old tree at 
Fulham, and I know not why it was, but that it was trans- 
planted from Virginia. 

Again, in the course of our travels we visited Windsor 
castle—one of the residences of the Queen of England, 
alternately with Osborne house and Buckingham palace. 
This noble structure, originally erected by William the 
Conqueror, and enlarged in succeeding reigns, covers 
thirty-two acres of ground, and abounds in sights and 
scenes curious inrepublican eyes. We wandered with in- 
terest through its spacious apartments, hung with tapes- 
tries and paintings, and suggesting at every step reminis- 
cences of nearly all the British Sovereigns, and illustrating 
many eras of English history. We climbed its towers afid 
gazed with admiration upon the landscape that lay beneath 
and around us—the most interesting features of which are 
the winding Thames, and Eton College, and the Hernes 
oak, celebrated in the Merry Wives of Windsor. But none 
of these things moved us like a sparkling lake that lies in 
the green grass of the Great Park, like a diamond set in 
emerald. It was around the shores of this lake, that we 
loved to wander. We had sailed upon the bosom and 
among the green isles of Loch Lomond, and Loch Katrine, 
made classic by the genius of Walter Scott, but they had 
no charm for me, like the little lake in Windsor park, and 
I know not why it was but that it was called Virginia water. 

We passed many weeks in London, and among its two 
hundred thousand houses, not the least interesting place of 
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resort to us, was the British Museum in great Russell street, 
Bloomsbury. We roamed with wonder through long gal- 
leries of zoology and mineralogy—its halls of vases and 
bronzes, its marbles and other antiques—Greek, Roman 
and Egyptian. But it was with especial pleasure that I ex- 
plored the library under the guidance of the venerable 
Hartwell Horne, who called my attention to many new 
books and curious manuscripts, among which was the 
original of Pope’s Homer, written on the backs of old let- 
ters ; but, sir, among the three hundred thousand volumes 
of that library, there was not one that I regarded with so 
much interest as a little tract, entitled ‘Les Voyages D’un 
Francois exilé pour la religion avec une description de la 
Virginie, a la Haye, 1687.*” 

The churches of this great city, of course, attracted our 
attention, and were visited with interest. And among 
these St. Paul’s Cathedral, with its vast illustrated dome, 
and its monuments of the mighty dead. Westminster Ab- 
bey, that glorious specimen of Gothic architecture, which 
for ages has been the mausoleum of the kings and queens 
of England, and the resting-place of her great statesmen, 
philosophers, and poets. But there was another church 
which I visited with a more eager interest still, and from a 
sense of duty. It was the church of St. Sepulchre, in 
Skinner’s street, near the Saracen’s Head, made famous by 
Mr. Dickens. This church was rebuilt in 1440, burned in 
the great fire of 1666, and rose again in 1670. We enqui- 
red for the tablet to the memory of Capt.Smith. The sex- 
ton knew nothing of Capt. Smith. I told him he was the 
father of Virginia, and he knew as little of her. I referred 
to the Clergyman, he was as ignorant as the sexton of the 
object of our inquiries. I asked the liberty of searching, 


* There was another tract in a foreign tongue, entitled Beschrivinge Van 
Virginia. New Nederlandts. Amsterdam. 
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it was granted by the sexton for a valuable consideration. 
The carpet was taken up, the dust of many years was swept 
away, and lo, the three Turks’ heads! the well known 
arms of Virginia’s first hero and historian. I planted my- 
self upon the tablet as if I was at home, and exclaimed 
with an enthusiasm similar to that of the philosopher when 
he had solved his preblem, eureka, I have found it! The 
sexton was unable to comprehend our enthusiasm as we 
talked of 


“The green graves of our sires, 
God—and our native land.” 


After visiting the burial-place ef Capt. Smith, I desired 
to make a pilgrimage to that of Pocahontas, at Gravesend, 
in Kent. This, however, was rendered unnecessary by the 
kindness of Mr. Wykeham Martin, of Leeds Castle, in that 
county, to whose generous hospitality we were indebted 
for many kindnesses. Being at Leeds Castle (which by- 
the-bye is connected with our history, by the Culpepers 
and the Fairfaxes who once occupied it, and whose por- 
traits now hang upon its walls,) and having said to Mr. 
Martin that we purposed making a pilgrimage to the grave 
of our Virginia princess, he kindly offered to set on foot 
inquiries among the antiquaries of Gravesend for the place 
of her burial. This he did during our absence on the con- 
tinent, and having despaired of seeing us again, communi- 
cated the result to Mr, Conway Robinson of this city, by 
whom it has been published in the Register, and therefore 
I need not now repeat it. 

From Leeds Castle we went to France, where we visited 
the tomb of Lafayette, of granite, as simple as his own 
great character, and imperishable as his memory in the 
hearts of Americans. We saw also the Maison Caryée at 
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Nismes, a beautiful Greek temple which was, I believe, 
the model of this very Capitol. 

I do not remember any thing in Belgium, on the Rhine, 
or in Switzerland, that suggested amy particular associa- 
tions with our native land, and it is not within the scope 
of these remarks, nor would it be pertinent to the occasion, 
to introduce other topics. But in Italy, that land of the 
sun, where nature appears in hues not seen in colder climes, 
and where art, combining the beauties of nature, has fash- 
ioned those ideal creations, which having no models in the 
past, are the standards of taste for the present, and for the 
future of course, we saw many things to gratify our tastes ; 
but among them all, I do not remember any place that we 
visited with more enthusiasm, than the studio of Hiram 
Powers, the great American sculptor; a man who unaided 
save by the inspirations of his own genius has, in busts, 
placed himself in the front rank of all modern, if he has 
not surpassed the ancient artists. 

We had explored the treasures of the Uffizii, at Florence ; 
of the Museo Borbonico at Naples, and of the Vatican at 
Rome; but there was something in the studio of Powers, 
that touched sensibilities which even the Apollo Belvidere 
could not move. Need I say, sir, that it was the associa- 
tions with ourcountry and ourhomes. The artist, himself, 
was an American—that was a subject of patriotic congrat- 
ulation. But beside his great ideal works such as the 
Fisher-boy, the Eve, and the America, there was a full- 
length statue of Calhoun, and busts of Preston, Everett, 
Jackson, Marshall, and other American statesmen, above 
all which towered the head of Washington—a head pro- 
nounced by Mr. Powers to be superior to all the heads 
of theancients. It was a matter for patriotic exultation to an 
American in Europe, to see to what a colossal elevation 
the name of Washington had attained above the level of 
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the kings and warriors of other lands. While admiring 
the busts of Washington and other Americans, the thought 
occurred to me, that Virginia ought to have the statues 
of Pocahontas and of ,Captain Smith. I suggested to 
Mr. Powers the well known incident of Pocahontas 
interposing between Smith and the uplifted club of 
the Indian, as a beautiful subject for a work of art, and 
asked him if he had ever formed an intention of executing 
it. He replied that he had not. He said that it was in- 
deed a beautiful incideat, and that he had thought of it as 
a fine subject, but that he had not made a design, or form- 
ed an intention of executing it. I frequently recurred to 
the topic, and the conclusion was, that I should furnish 
him with the materials of the history, and he would form a 
design and communicate it to me; and if he did not re- 
ceive a commission, he would in all probability execute it 
upon his own responsibility. Sir, I trust that the time will 
come, when the Historical Society, under the patronage 
of the Legislature, will have that groupe. For my part, I 
should like to see it standing upon that old church -tower, 
the last relic of Jamestown, so that when the resources of 
this State shall be developed, according to the views of my 
friend, Mr. Burwell, and the tide of emigration which is 
setting towards other States, shall flow up the James river, 


The fleets that sweep before the eastern blast, 
Shall hear the sea-boy hail it from the mast. 


In the mean time, may we not, and should we not, have 
at least a bust of Pocahontas, or of Smith; or, as some 
one near me suggests, of both? Surely itis an instinct of 
human nature to cherish with gratitude the memory of our 
benefactors, and we may well invoke the aid of such an 
artist, to commemorate the virtues and the deeds of such 
a pair. 
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Patriots have toil’d, and in their country’s cause 
Bled nobly; and their deeds, as they deserve, 
Receive proud recompence. We give in charge 
Their names to the sweet lyre. The historic muse, 
Proud of the treasure, marches with it down 

To latest times; and Sculpture, in her turn, 

Gives bond in stone and ever-during brass 

To guard them, and immortalize her trust. 


So may it soon be here—with us—in our native State! 
And with whose images, sir, shall our Sculpture more pro- 
perly begin than with those of our English Captain, and 
our Indian Maid? 


INDIAN RELICS. 


It is sad to reflect that the poor Indians, who were the 
lords of the land at the time when our English fathers came 
over the waters to settle our State, have all died, or been 
driven out of it into “ the far West.” And it is still more 
sad to think that, in all probability, a darker day is coming 
upon them than any they have yetseen. For a tide, it 
seems, is now setting in from the Pacific, to meet that 
which is rolling upon them from the Atlantic, and they are 
likely to be caught in a strait where ‘two seas meet,” and 
to perish in the strife between them. Perhaps, therefore, 
some future historian may have to relate the sad story, that 
the last Indian has killed the last Buffalo in the Rocky 
Mountains, and that both races are forever gone out from 
our country. In the mean time, there are still some traces 
of Indian times, between the Blue Ridge and Alleghany, 
which art not yet entirely effaced, and which, as far as I 
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know, have not been described in any history of our State ; 
and I have thought that a short notice of some of those 
which I have scen myself, may not be without some interest. 

A few years since, when on the Thorn, one of the head 
branches of the Potomac, Mr. Hensel told me that he had just 
discovered, in a piece of new land he was clearing, what 
was evidently a very old grave. I went with him to see it. 
It was on a high bluff of the creek. The earth which had 
covered the grave, was of a different kind from the circum- 
jacent soil, and had evidently been brought some distance. 
Only two bodies had been laid there ; and they were close, 
side by side. All the bones had mouldered down to dust. 
But judging from the length of the grave as marked by the 
colored dust, they had been of unusually large size. They 
had been buried but little, if any, below the surface of the 
earth ; and the long lapse of time had worn down most of 
the earth piled on them; so that in preparing the ground 
for crops, the grave was unintentionally thrown open. 

There was a considerable quantity of pale colored earthen 
ware, in small fragments, in the grave; which, in its com- 
position, was mixed with a white substance resembling 
pulverized white flint stone. 

On the Jands of Mr. John Sitlington, in Crab Bottom, 
Highland county, there is an area of perhaps a hundred 
acres, all dug over in pits. This was the great treasury of 
that dark clouded flint-stone, out of which the Indians made 
those arrow-heads of that color, found all over our State. 
This rock is there in great perfection, and in inexhaustible 
quantity. 

It would surprise any one to see what labor has been ex- 
pended here, and what vast quantities of the rock, obtain- 
ed. Here was the ‘“ Red Man’s” California. Perhaps 
fought for and defended, and visited, and worked, through 
as many adventures and dangerous journies as the one of 
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recent date, is, by the white man. The untaught Indian 
had his excitement, perhaps two or three hundred years 
ago. Whether that of his pale-faced brother is marked by 
any greater wisdom, we shall know better two or three hun- 
dred years hence. 

The arrow heads are found all over our land, and always 
of the clouded, or white flint stone. I have seen them 
from two to five inches long, and very neatly shaped ; ta- 
pering down to a point at one end, while on the other was 
cut a notch, with two projecting shoulders. They were 
made fast in the end of the arrow, with the dried fibres of 
deer sinew ; and when driven by the elastic bow, and prac- 
ticed arm of the Indian, were no doubt formidable wea- 
pons, for that day. Some of these arrow heads are stained 
with a green tinge at the point. I have been told by aged 
persons familiar with their customs, that this was caused 
by dipping the point in some liquid poison, when engaged 
in battle. This would add greatly to its fatal effect. For, 
from its shape, when driven into a wound over the shoul- 
der, it was very difficult to extract, which would give the 
poison time to take effect. Our surprise is greatly excited, 
when we reflect that the Indian made his arrow head with- 
out the aid of metal tools. 

The spot in Bath county, where Green Valley Tavern 
now stands, was the scene of blood and carnage about the 
year 1763. Several families had gathered here for mutual 
protection, apprehensive that Indians were in the neighbor- 
hood. After they had been several days together, about 
sunrise in the morning, the men were engaged with a 
geered horse in hauling in some small poles from the 
woods, when a company of Indians came suddenly on the 
house. Some six or eight were killed, and about as many 
taken prisoners. Among the latter, was my informant, Mr, 
Mayse, who is but recently dead. After plundering the 
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house of what they wished to carry away, and securing the 
prisoners, they shot down the horse before the door, leav- 
ing the geers on him. They then shot a goose in the yard, 
and opening the horses mouth, thrust the goose as far as 
they could into it. They then ina ring danced round the 
horse for some time, yelling and laughing in the highest 
glee; and then started for the Ohio, with their prisoners, 
scalps and plunder. A company was raised which pursued 
and overtook the Indians. Mr. Mayse was too small to 
stand the fatigue of walking; and when overtaken, an In- 
dian was carrying him on his back. At the first fire of a 
gun, he jumped from the Indians back and ran, knowing 
that deliverance was at hand. The prisoners were all re- 
taken and broughtback. The persons killed at Green Val- 
ley, were buried some seventy or eighty yards west of where 
the house now stands. And Mr. Mayse told me that the 
Turnpike road now passes directly over their graves. 

This same Mr. Mayse, who, a little lad, sprang free from 
the Indian’s back, was afterwards a soldier in the battle of 
the Point, where he was wounded. He and Maj. Thomp- 
son of Bath county, have told me, that during the battle, 
very frequently, a loud and clear voice could be distinctly 
heard above the din of arms, encouraging and rallying the 
Indians along the line of battle. They all had no doubt it 
was the voice of the brave, but ill-fated Cornstalk. They 
also spoke of the high esteem in which Col. Charles Lewis 
was held by the men. His lamented fall at the first onset 
produced a shock through the ranks, which well nigh proved 
fatal to them. 

Thompson also told me, that “to his own knowledge, 
there were more than one hundred flints picked the next 
day, for Lord Dunmore.” He had violated his stipula- 
ted engagement to form a junction with Lewis, and cross- 
ed oyer tothe Indian towns, They all believed, that he was 
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privy to the whole affair of the battle of the Point: They 
had no doubt, he would have been shot, the first opportu- 
nity. Whatever may have been his merit, or demerit, few 
men have left a name, more universally detested in Virginia, 
than Lord Dunmore. 


MONTANUS. 





MANY BOOKS. 


[We copy here another pleasant paper of our friend Cesari- 
ensis, alias, Virginiensis, which we find in a late number of the 
Literary World, (taken from the Newark Daily Advertiser,) and 
readily adopt as our own. ] 


What can a man do in an age and country where books 
are so cheap and multitudinous? A New York cartman 
shall have a larger library than Alcuin or Charlemagne. 
Will any one attempt to read all the fine books noticed or 
named in the Athenezum or the Literary World? Vain en- 
deavor! It would transcend the powers of the greatest 
reader living, though he were a second Coleridge or a sec- 
ond Southey. Not to speak of plagiarisms, abridgments, 
epitomes, repetitions, school-books, scissors-books, class- 
books, catalogues, almanacs, transcendental lady-books, 
old sermons, anniversary orations, and records of pill and 
sarsaparilla heroes, which are out of the question, there are 
lively or important works enough streaming through the 
press to keep a man well employed till the abolition of 
slavery, if not till the Greek Calends. How can they be 
read? or what is to take the place of reading them? 

In this day, when it is unpardonable for every man not 
to know everything, how can poor common-headed people 
keep up with the age? I own it passes my poor compre- 
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hension. Steam and gold pens have multiplied the power 
of production, and railways bring the literature of differ- 
ent countries together in vast masses ; but what art has in- 
creased the cerebrum and cerebellum? What spectacles 
enable one to read two books at once? What bluestocking 
can study Heine and Sue while she makes poetry and sings 
to the guitar; as some belles are said to make their toilette 
while they despatch their devotions? Some things cannot 
be done. Life is short, says Hippocrates, etcetera. Over- 
whelmed by the irruption of so rapidly-increasing a litera- 
ture, and out of breath in trying to keep up with Macaulay, 
Lamartine, Prescott, Brewster, and Herschel, I have asked 
myself—What way is there out of this? Shall I state some 
of the answers which have occurred to me ? 

First, there is the way of Epitome. Read abstracts and 
abridgments; fliads in nutshells ; merciful self-abridgments 
by some authors. Lerd Bacon is against this. One would 
not like to have all his company reduced to Sir Hudson 
Jeffreys and Tom Thumbs; or all his orchard filled with 
Chinese miniatures of trees. To say truth, I would as 
soon think of abridging my dinner. 

Secondly, there is the way of Elegant Extracts. Excel- 
lent persons, the Leigh Hunts and Charles Knights of all 
ages,'have kindly given us bright samples, thousands of 
brick, out of thousands of houses. You may read through 
the British poets in a voyage to Charleston, and carry the 
American poets about as snugly as ashaving-ease. But ah, 
one is still ‘haunted with the capricious wish to see some- 
thing of Shakspeare which is not in Dodd’s Beauties, 
How do I know but Wordsworth has written something 
besides the Idiot Boy ? Who shall warrant the perfect taste 
of the most amiable taster, in this feast of the Muses? To 
be plain, I love my big garden better than the best hot- 
house bouquet. 
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Thirdly, there is the way of skimming and dipping ; going 
‘over books as the butterfly over flowers. I have half a no- 
tion that some of the gentlemen whom I see at Munro’s 
and Bartlett’s have found this out before me. Coleridge 
was a giant in this butterfly-business. It has the merit of 
cheapness; if an adept, you need not cut the leaves. 
Habitués at public libraries, briefless lawyers, patient but 
patientless doctors, hover over the tables of new books, and 
carry home their education. Géethe used to commit to 
memory the titlepage of every new book ; but this method 
is now discarded. The skimming way bids fair to be the 
prevalent way, especially in cities. How can it be other- 
wise ? Youare ashamed not to have read something in the 
new book. Yet I distrust the method, and have an incu- 
rable trick of going from cover to cover. The skimming 
does not always insure the cream. 

Fourthly, the way of sticking to a few. More easily said 
than done. The maxims are not hard to be uttered, non 
multa sed multum, &c., but when it comes to the pinch, one 
pines for the multa too. “A little farm well tilled,” &c., 
does very well as a pis aller ; but think of a little farm in 
the oak-openings! Think of a small shelf of books, when 
at Carey’s or Putnam’s! Wollaston made I know not how 
many discoveries with a handful of benses and bits of glass 
and crystal; but we common felks need a laboratory as 
tich as Dr. Hare’s. 

Power-presses cannot make books fast enough for the 
“‘daughters of the horse-leech.” It was different in days 
when a lawyer would read through Coke upon Littleton, 
and young ladies stay from hunting to peruse the Phedo in 
a bow-window, being caught in the manner by good mou- 
sing Master Ascham. But now, your news-critic does not 
take more than one cigar to the literature of a country ; he 
shakes off the ashes and says: ‘There, so much for Spain; 
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now for Portugal.’”” Unless an Omar should rise in the 
cycle of biography and bibliography, there is no hope of 
prevalence for the small library plan. 

Lastly, there is the way of not reading at all. This is 
really a Gordian settlement of the difficulty. A man needs 
tobe a good scholar to venture it; otherwise people will 
think him a dunce. Blind men are very good at this me- 
thod, as well as numerous emigrants who do not know let- 
ters; also those horse-and-dog men whom we see laboring 
over our meadows in shooting-jackets, agricultural clergy- 
men, nursing fathers in physic, and lawyers who read noe 
thing that is not in red tape. Good Mr. Editor, before I 
take the total abstinence pledge, let me make an exception 


in favor of the Daily. , CZSARIENSIS. 


COLONEL WILLIAM CABELL. 


[Observing that several letters of Richard Henry Lee, and 
other distinguished men of the Revolution, were addressed to 
this gentleman. we applied toa friend and correspondent of ours 
for a brief sketch of his Life and Character, which he has, very 
obligingly, furnished us in the following notice. ]} 


Col. Wm. Cabell, the Elder, of Amherst, was born in 
May, 1727-30, and died in the Spring of 1798. 

He was, in many respects, a remarkable man ; but rather 
distinguished for wisdom in council, and courage and en- 
ergy in action, than for excellence in speech or writing. 
When a young man, I believe he served in some of the 
frontier or Indian wars. He was frequently a Burgess in 
the old Colonial Assembly, and was conspicuous in all the 
early movements which led to Independence. On the ex- 
piration of the old Government, and while a member of 
the Convention of 1775, he was, in July of that year, ap- 
pointed a member of the Committee of Safety on whom 
devolved the powers of Government before the formation 
of the first Convention, and was reappointed to the same 
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office in December following. He was of great influence 
through this whole region of country, in which he lived, 
and together with his brother, (Nicholas,) did much to 
arouse and sustain the spirit of the people through the 
long and trying season which followed. His own “public 
spirit never waned or flickered, but was kept in constant 
brightness to the last. 

Col. C. was, for many years, the presiding magistrate of 
Amherst county, which then included Nelson, and, as I 
have been told, nothing could*exceed the dignity, and im- 
partiality, and diligence with which he discharged the du- 
ties of his office. 

Of fine person, commanding presence and carriage, his 
manners were those of the Gentleman of the Old School 
in Virginia, which united affability with dignity, and a re- 
finement which proceeded from self-respect and the virtues 
of the heart, rather than the more external and pretending 
graces by which those have been too often substituted in 
these latter times. In a word, he was, I] suppose, a favor- 
able specimen of the race of Cavaliers, as they have been 
termed, who contributed so much to the formation of that 
part of the Virginia character on which her sons now look 
back with most complacency. The sphere in which his 
activity was chiefly expended was less conspicuous than 
that of many of his compatriots, and, of consequence, his 
has been rather a provincial reputation ; but it was belie- 
ved by those who knew him, that his force of character 
and other qualities were such as would have commanded 
respect, if not success, in whatever theatre they might 
have been called into requisition. 

Col. C. left four sons and three daughters. The eldest 
son, Col. Samuel J. Cabell, served with eredit in the Revo- 
Jutionary war, and represented this district in Congress, 
from 1795 to 1803—The second, Landon C. was never in 
public life, but was a man of brilliant talents, and large and 
varied atfainments.—The third, Col. Wm. C., Jun., suc- 
ceeded to the family residence of Union Hill. 

His daughters were the late Mrs. Legrand, of Charlotte, 
of pious memory,—Mrs. Rives (wife of the late Robert 
Rives, Sen’r, of this county,) since deceased ; and Mrs. B., 
who is still living. 

N. F. C. 

Nelson County. 
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KENNEDY’S LIFE OF WIRT. 


Memoirs of the Life of William Wirt, Attorney General of the 
United States. By John P. Kennedy. In two volumes. 
Philadelphia: Lea & Blanchard. 


We have read this work with more pleasure than we can 
easily express. We shall not of course attempt to utter it 
all at once. Still less shall we undertake (after the man- 
ner of critics,) to analyze our satisfaction, and resolve it 
into all the various elements that may have united to compose 
it. We will only divide it, rather roughly, into two parts— 
one for the author and the other for his subject ;—though 
we shall have to assign much the largest half to the latter. 
Mr. Kennedy, however, we are sure, will not object to this 
partition, especially as it is somewhat proportioned to their 
respective shares of the letter-press. 

For his part of the performance, we think that Mr. 
K. has discharged his difficult task with great skill 
and taste. His exhibitions, indeed, of the conduct and 
character of Mr. Wirt, are finely and beautifully done, and 
such as raise both at once in our esteem. His sketches, 
too, of other persons, incidentally introduced, are worthy 
of almost equal praise. At the same time, the notices 
which he has given us of passing events connected with 
the life of Mr. W., are very acceptable, and serve to refresh 
our recollections of them, in the most agreeable manner. 
We may add, that the language is always pure and elegant, 
and the expression of his own candid and liberal spirit, 
every where breathing in it, adds a last and finishing grace 
to his style. 

After all, however, the highest charm of the work will 
be found in Mr. Wirt’s letters. These are truly excellent,— 
fresh, racy, salient, and always gushing, as it were, from 
the very fountain of the heart. We have enjoyed them of 
course highly, and feel that we can hardly praise them too 
much, so vividly do they recall their most amiable writer 
to our remembrance. We are disposed, indeed, to think 
them by far the best .of all his writings, and fairly worth 
all his British Spies and Old Bachelors together. In 
truth, we think they deserve to rank with the very bestcom- 
positions of the kind in our language—with those of Cow- 
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per, Gray, Walpole, and Byron for instance, and we should 
even prefer them ourselves to those of any of these gifted 
men, as they are written with at least as great freedom and 
ease, and reveal a far more genial and good-humored char- 
acter and disposition than any one of these celebrated wri- 
ters had to display. 

With this appreciation of the merits of this work, we 
are sorry to find any fault with it; but we regret to re- 
mark, that from some cause or other, Mr. K. has not, we 
think, exhibited the religious character of Mr. Wirt— 
more particularly as it was in his old age—in quite all its 
proper relief. There is one letter at least that we hap- 

en to know of, written by the deceased to his friend Dr. 
Rice, and published in the memoir of this eminent divine, 
which is more distinct and satisfactory on this point than 
any that Mr. K. has given us, and which ought not to have 
been omitted. The very interesting account, too, which was 
given of Mr. W., by his pastor, Dr. Nevins,—published 
in his “ Practical Thoughts’—ought by all means to have 
been inserted. These deficiencies, however, can be easily 


supplied in another edition. We shall recur to this work 
again. 


DABNEY’S ADDRESS. 


Address ‘On the Value of Writing,” Delivered before the So- 
ciety of Alumni of the University of Virginia, at their Annual 
Meeting. June 29th, 1849. By George E. Dabney. Char- 
lottesville; O. S. Allen & Co. 


This is a sensible and interesting essay upon an impor- 
tant subject; and will be read, as we understand it was 
heard, with happy effect. We agree of course entirely 
with Professor D., that the art of writing is a highly useful 
and ornamental one, and ought to be far more cultivated 
amongst us than it has ever been. We cannot quite so 
readily agree with him, however, in his efforts to magnify 
its merits, as he appears disposed to do, above those of 
speech itself. In our opinion—and we have the highest 
authority for it—the tongue is “the glory” of our frame; 
and we cannot consent to transfer any part of its proper 
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praise to the pen. But both are no doubt instruments of 
great power, and there is no need whatever to disparage 
either of them in order to extol the other. They are not 
rival powers, but friendly and conspiring ones. Conjurant 
amice. They have the same office, and the same object— 
though they pursue their ends by somewhat different means. 
And they may mutually assist each other. The pen may 
aid the tongue to improve its speech, so far at least as to 
make its language more accurate and refined ; (though this 
may not always increase its power with the people,) and to 

* diffuse its impressions abroad, by the help of the press. 
And on the other hand, the tongue may return the compli- 
ment, and assist the pen to enliven its polished periods 
with colloquial ease. 

Let our youth, then, we would say, cultivate both arts 
together, and labor to unite them both, as they have been 
united in fact, by a Cicero, a Bolingbroke, and a Burke ; 
and, more recently, by the able speaker, and elegant wri- 
ter, the accomplished and fascinating Macaulay. 


THE MOUNTAIN PASS. 


Since the ark rested on the mountain brow, 

And saved to earth the human family, 

How many a time have, even until now, 

The mountains been salvation for the free, 

When the clouds came, and winds beat vehemently, 

And all the tyrant storms were raging forth? 

Thank God for these strong towers upon the earth! 

Whereto forever the oppressed may flee. 

Look round on rocky pass and mountain dell; 

The hand that formed them, formed them with an aim, 

To serve for freedom’s keep impregnable ; 

And humble though they be—unknown to Fame— 

Yet they are hers, and one day—who can tell ?— 

She may baptize them with a world-wide name. 
[Fraser's Magazine. 
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Various Intelligence. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


Adverting to our brief notice of the Annual Meeting of the 
Society, on the 10th inst., in a former part of this number, we 
add here some further particulars of the procecdings, for the 
information of the members, and all concerned. 

After the reading of the Report, the Librarian submitted a list 
of books, and other things, which had been presented to the 
Society, by various persons, during the year, as follows: 


List of Books, &c., presented to the Society during the past year. 


American Mnemotechny, or Art of Memory, 1 vol., 12mo. 
Statistical Register, 1 vol., l2mo. By the Author, Pliny Miles, 
of New York. 


Smith’s History of New York, 1 vol.,8vo. Some files of the 
National Gazette, &e. By S. Mordecai, of Richmond. 


Exiles in Virginia, 1 vel., large 8vo. By Alfred Cope, of 
Philadelphia. 


The Tryal of Dr. Henry Sachevrell, 1 vol., folio. Dugdaleon 
Imbanking and Draining, &c., 1 vol., folio. 'The Koran, or Al- 
coran of Mohammed, by George Sale, 1 vol., 4to. Limneus’s 
** Observationes in Auream Bullam,” 1 vol., small 4to. 1662. 
Ioannis Zangeri, I. C. Tractatus Duo, 1 vol., small 4to. Wit- 
tenberge, 1694. Natalis Comitis Mythologiz, 1 vol., small 8vo. 
Franckfurti, 1596. Manuscript Reports of Edward Barradall’s 
Arguments and Sir John Randolph’s Reports of Cases adjudged 
in the General Court of Virginia, by Edmund Pendleton. By 
John Taylor, Jr., of Caroline. 


ia 
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New Experiments and Observations touching Cold, by the 
Hlon. Robert Boyle, Fellow of the Royal Society, 1 vol., small 
8vo. thick ; London, 1665. By Thomas Gatewood, of Norfolk. 


An old English Bible, 1 vol., 4to.; London, 1606. By H. 


C. Doswell, of Hanover. 


Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 1 vol., 4to. By 
the Smithsonian Institution. 


Monroe’s View. of the Conduct of the Executive, 1 vol., 8vo. 
The Life and Memoirs of Major General Lee, 1 vol., 12mo. 
By Henry Carrington, of Charlotte. 


Capt. Smith’s Generall Historie of Virginia, New England, 
and the Summer Isles, 1 vol., small folio; Londen, 1625—from 
the Library of John Randolph, of Roanoke. By Wm. II. Clark, 
of Halifax. 


The Universal Magazine, for 1776, 1 vol., 8vo. By Charles 
James Meriwether, of Albemarle. 


Marshall's History of the American Colonies, 1 vol., 8 vo. 
Pitkin’s Statistical View of the United States, 1 vol., 8vo. Lee’s 
(Henry) Campaign of 1781 iu the Carolinas, 1 vol., 8vo0. Walsh’s 
Appeal, 1 vol. 8vo. Priestley’s Lectures, 1 vol., 8vo. Von 
Raumer’s America and the American People, 1 vol., 8vo.— 
Priestley’s Lectures on History, 1 vol., 8vo., and A Defence of 
the Christian Religion on two Important Points; Printed by 
voluntary Subscription in order to be dispersed in his Majesty’s 
Colonies and Islands in America; London, 1748. By John H. 
Cocke, of Fluvanna. 

Bacon’s Historical Discourses, 1 vol., 8vo. By Rev. Jos. D. 
Tyler, of Staunton. 

Entick’s History of the Late War (of 1756,) 5 vols., 8vo. 
Ferris’s History of the Original Settlements on the Delaware, 
1 vol., 8vo. By Thomas H. Ellis, of Richmond. 

Macaulay’s History of England, 2 vols., 8vo.; London. By 
Philip St. George Cocke, of Powhatan. 

Kennedy’s Life of Wirt, 2 vols., 8vo. By Judge Brooke. 
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OrneR Donations. 

An engraved Portrait of Jaques Cartier. By Pliny Miles, of 
New York. 

An engraved Portrait of General LaFayette. By Thomas 
H. Ellis, of Richmond. 

A large Indian Tomahawk found, and a grape-shot dug up 
from about four feet below the surface, in excavating the canal 
near a large deposit of Indian bones, under a shelving rock ac- 
sessible only by water, on the North Bank of James river, in 
the county of Botetourt, about five miles below Buchanan. By 
Major Walter Gwinn. 

A small chalk cast, and two impressions in wax, of an engra- 
ved stone with curious characters in some unknown language 
upon it; found, several years ago, in one of the mounds compo- 
sing the Grave Creek Group. By Dr. Will's be Hass, of Mar- 
shall. 

An old Survey of the Northern Neck of Virginia, in the years 
1736 and 1737. Presented to the Rev. P. Slaughter, by the 
Hon. Charles Wykeham Martin, of Leeds Castle, Kent; and 
by Mr. S. to the Society. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The following is a List of the Officers of the Society, &c., at the 
present time. 


Hon. WM. C. RIVES, President. 
Hon. JAMES McDOWELL, 
WM. H. MACFARLAND, Vice-Presidents. 
JAMES E. HEATH, 
WM. MAXWELL, Corresponding Secretary, 

(also Rec. Sec. and Librarian.) 
GEORGE N. JOHNSON, Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Conway Rosinson, Chairman. Tuomas T. Gixes, 

Gusravus A. Myers, Tuomas H. Exuis, 

Socrates Maupin, Cuarztes Carter LEE, 
Joun Y. Mason. 


The Officers of the Society are, ex-officio, members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 


alected During the Past Year. 
Hox. Wa. H. Casent, President of the Court of Appeals. 
Dr. Jonn Brockensroven, of Bath. 
Hon. Joun C. Catuoun, of South Carolina. 
Hon. Joun P. Kennepy, of Baltimore. 
Hon. Cuas. Fenron Mercer. 
Hon. Gro. W. LAFayerre. 
Hlon. Epwarp Cores, of Philadelphia. 
Epwarp Bares, Esq., of Missouri. 


CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 


Elected during the past year. 


Lieut. Lyncu, of the U. S.N. 

Lieut. Witiiam Lrien, of the U. S. N. 

Rev. Bens. M. Smirn, of Staunton. 

Rev. G. E. Danner, of Washington College, Lexington, 
Joun N. Tazewe nn, Esq., of Norfolk. 

Henry A. Wise, Bay., of Accomack. 

James C. Bruce, Esq., of Halifax. 
‘ oan B. Griespy, Esq., of Charlotte. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Enrolled during the past year. 


James Thomas, Jr.; R. H. Maury; Charles S. Mills; Geo. 
Taylor; James C. Bruce; Wm. H. Clark; Rev. John Clark ; 
Hugh B. Grigsby; Robert Archer; John Y. Mason. 


MR. GRIGSBY’S LETTER. 
Cuartorre County, Va., Decempger 29, 1849. 


Dear Sir,—As I cannot conveniently attend the Annual Meet- 
ings of the Historical Seciety, I take the liberty of addressing 
you on a subject which seems to me to be intimately connected 
with the welfare of the institution. From some observation of 
public libraries and collections in Virginia, as well as elsewhere, 
for the last twenty-five years, I have long thought that there is 
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scarcely a hope of establishing their prosperity upon a firm ba- 
sis without securing a suitable building for their purposes, owned 
by the institutions themselves. If this be true of ordinary so- 
cieties, how much more applicable is it to one like ours, where 
an universal conviction of its permanency and security is almost 
indispensable to its success. Indeed, I am free to say, that I 
cannot place full confidence in the stability of a society, whose 
books and treasures are liable at any moment to be destroyed 
by fire not originating within itself. Let, however, a proper 
building be erected, and the public will be assured that a fair 
guaranty exists for the safety of the property of the institution, 
and thus one of the great obstacles to its confidence will be re- 
moved. If the society owned-such a building, I think I know 
our people well enough to affirm that they will take delight in 
enriching its collections of books and manuscripts, and in @us 
taining it in all its beneficent aims. Our gallant officers of the 
Navy, who in the service of the Union never forget the land ef 
their birth, and who see in foreign countries the finest specimens 
of the arts, will be proud to enrich it with the portraits of. men 
associated with our early history, and with rare and valuable 
books and other things, or will, at.all events, Jend their aid to 
others in accomplishing .so patriotic a purpose. Citizens of 
other states will also be encouraged to lend us a hand, when 
they are fairly assured that their covtributions will not only be 
appreciated now, but will be Landed down to succeeding gene- 
rations. I have frequently thought that it was for the want of 
some such receptacle of precious aud patriotic. things, that the 
liberality of Virginians, which has been so often shewn abroad, 
has been felt so rarely at home. Let us then seek to place the 
society on a basis so firm, that, with even a failure of annual 
subscriptions, its treasures will be intact, and, though its useful- 
ness be impaired, its existence will be put beyond hazard. 
From my knowledge of building materials, as well as from 
the testimony ef those who have been engaged in erecting edi- 
fices devoted to literature, I am inclined to think that from five 
to ten thousand dollars will be amply sufficient for the construe- 
tion of a neat and even elegant structure, fire-proof within and 
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without, and large enough for the books, collections, paintings, 
busts, and other illustrations of art and time, which will consti- 
tute, | hope, ere long the property of the society; for surely 
our ambition in these things may inspire us to equal what some 
of the smaller New England States have already done, and, I 
trust, something even better still. 

With these views I propose that a subseription of ten thous- 
and dollars be raised by the members of the society, and the 
public generally, and, as an earnest in the belief of the plan, I 
hereby pledge myself to be one of one hundred persons who 
may subseribe equally im making up the sum. Should it be 
deemed proper to modify the scheme so as to increase the num- 
ber of subscribers in making up the amount, or in any other 
way, I have only to say that I will subscribe one hundred dol- 
lars towards the object. 

The beautiful halls of the Whig and Cliosophic Societies of 
Princeton cost, I am mformed, six thousand dollars each, but I 
would advise a considerable sum over and above that required 
for building the house, in order to embellish the interior, and‘es- 
pecially to fit it up with durable and appropriate cases, and the 
proper furniture of such an institution, and, I may add, to pre- 
vent any call upon regular subscribers, beyond the present annual 
sum. 

As to the land, I cannot but induige the hope, that the State 
herself would freely grant some smail portion of her public 
square for the site of a structure so elegant as the sum I propose 
would enable us to rear; more especially when she considers 
that it is the object of such a building to collect and preserve 
the memorials of her history, and to impress upon the present 
and all future times a true and proper portrait of herself, not 
taken at a single sitting, or at one particular epoch, but at vari- 
ous and the most interesting periods of her chequered career, 
and wisely blended with those lights and shades which convey, 
at once and forever, their eloquent lesson to the minds of all her 
children. 

I would respectfully suggest that a committe digest the scheme 
I propose, and, if approved, select a proper model of the build- 
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ing, ascertain its cost, and even have the model engraved, that 
every subscriber may see what it is he is required to do, and 
how handsomely, at a trifling expense to himself, he may with 
others seeure a great and patriotic object. 
Very truly, 
Your friend and servant, 
HUGH B. GRIGSBY. 
Wma. Maxwe tt, Esq@., Corresponding Secretary, 
Va. Hist. Society, Richmond, Va. 





THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The General Assembly of our State commenced its regular 
annual session in this city, on Monday. the 3rd ult., when Mr. 
Hopkins, of Powhatan, was again elected Speaker of the 
House of Delegates, and (the day after,) Mr. Tyler, of the 
Prince William district, Speaker of the Senate. 

The Governor’s Message, subsequently communicated to both 
Houses, was well received, as it deserved to be. It is, indeed, 
a valuable and interesting paper, and breathes a large and liberal 
spirit which we cannot too highly commend. 

The accompanying documents also contain a great deal of 
useful information which ought to be duly weighed. 








FIRST AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


This is a document filled with interesting statistics of the 
State. We learn from it that the receipts with which the Trea- 
surer is charged from the Ist of October ’48 to the same period 
49, is $974.827,27. This sum is constituted of 


Revenue tax, $600,094,33 
Militia fines, 13,078,32 
Bank dividends, 164,231,00 


Tnterest on bond of James River & Kana. Company 188,469,08 
Taxes on law process, seals, bills, deeds, fee bills 
of Clerks, &c. 26,508 

With a large number of other resources too tedious to name, 
and which make up within a fraction of $100,000. 

The disbursements for the same period amount to $963,586,21. 
These are made for the 
General Assembly, $170,937 
Officers salaries, 89,653 
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Penitentiary, 15,330 
Charges for criminals, 39,109 
Expenses of Lunatics, 98,260 
Expenses of Deaf, Dumb and Blind, 15,629 


With other expenditures making the amount named above. 


We have been interested in examining the different counties 
and the amount-of taxable property in each. It appears that 
Halifax has the largest number of slaves. ‘The number of slaves 


in that county is 7196 
Albemarle, 7052 
Pittsylvania, 6680 
Mecklenburg, 6653 
Caroline, 5296 
Fauquier, “5328 
Spotsylvania, 4112 
Orange, 3023 
King & Queena, R33 te) | 
King William, 3047 
Stafford, 1679 
King George, 1858 


Augusta has the largest number of horses. Rockingham the 
next. The first has 9030, the second 7055. 

Henrico—-embracing we presume Richmond—has most law- 
yers—Campbell, including Lynchburg next—Augusta, including 
Staunton, next—Albemarle next—Dinwiddie including Peters- 
burg next—Fauquier next. 

Physicians are most numerous in Henrico and Riehmond— 
next in Dinwiddie and Petersburg—next in Albemarle—Augusta 
next—Bedford and Campbell an equal number—F auquier next, 
and Caroline next. 


Of Pianos,’ Henrico has 479 
Norfolk City, 239 
Dinwiddie 187 
Alexandria, 114 
Albemarle, 104 
Fauquier, 100 
Spottsylvania, 66 
Culpeper, 33 
Caroline, 3l 
King George, 19 
Stafford, 13 


Of Carriages, Richmond and Henrico reckon the largest num- 
ber, next Loudon, Chesterfield next. Spotsylvania has 278, 
Caroline 204, Stafford only 46, whilst King George has 119. 


.Our friends of Caroline are death upon Carryalls. They have 
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261, nearly double the number of any county in the State, whilst 
the next largest number, [189,] is in Accomack. Spotsylvania 
has 66, whilst Stafford has only 50. Orange has 3, Culpeper 12. 
Accomac has 427 gigs; Northampton 23Q@ King & Queen 
194; Isle of Wight and Gloucestor each 1%; Essex, 104.— 
Those comprise nearly half the gigs of the State. Many coun- 
ties have nota single one. ‘There are several which have no 
carriages and a proportion where the number does not exceed 
five. ‘The proportion of all kinds of pleasure carriages is 20, 
in that portion of Virginia below the Ridge, to ove beyond it. 
The slaves, we should think, are more than 100 to 1. Many of 
the Western Counties have not more than 10, whilst several, we 
noticed, had 2, 3, 4, and upwards.—F'redericksburg News. 





THE STATE OF EUROPE. 


Almost all the great capitals of Europe, and all its finest cities, 
nein a state of siege; the municipalities are paralyzed, the 
rich are overwhelmed by ruinous fines, the patriotic are in pri- 
son, the conductors of many of the journals, and the occupants 
of not a Yew of the University chairs, are in exile. Thus, wide 
Europe is under the government, not of law, but of the sword. 
Every end proper to government, these governments have ceas- 
ed to fulfil. Is this a state of things that canlast? Not a day 
passes that does not furnish new evidence, that in these coercive 
measures the absolute Powers are but heaping fresh faggots upon 
the burning pile. In France and Austria especially, these mea- 
sures are bearing their proper fruits. In the former country al- 
most all parties seem to be moving off the ground of the Re- 
public. One party is bearing back towards monarchy, another 
party is seeking refuge in imperial absolutism, while many of 
the old republicans are passing over to the Socialist camp. 

Mr. Girardin, in the Presse, sums up his review of the Presi- 
dent's first year of office in the following words: * Acts of sever- 
ity, and not one reform; faults, and not one amelioration; ex- 
penses, and not one economy ; words, and not one act; the 
year is concluded with credits voted to the amount of 1675 mil- 
lions, and with an excess of expenditure over the receipts of 
290 millions franes.”—N. Y. Obs. 
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Atliscellany. 


LITERARY MINUTES. 
NIOBE., 
A Greek poet wrote this inscription for a statute of Niobe: 


~ >» ) ? 4 . 
Ex gwns pe Seo revgay NiOov ex de AcOoro 


Zonv IToagersAns eutadw eipyacaro. 
s b PY 
That is, in English: 


Apollo turned me into stone—in vain— 


Yraxiteles has turned me back again. 
Voltaire has turned this pretty conceit into French metre, thus: 


Le fatal courroux des dieur 
Changea cette femme en pierre ; 

Le sculpteur a fait bien mieux ; 
Pla fait tout le contraire. 


And Bland, in his Translations from the Anthology, has turned 
the French, instead of the Greek, into English, thus: 


This female, so the poets sing, 

Was changed to stone by Dian’s curse; 
The sculptor did a better thing ; 

lle did exactly the reverse. 


I would turn the Greek itself into English, something in this 
way ° 


Latona’s wrath, too sadly shown, 
Turned me aforetime into stone: 
The seulptor said, “ It must not be ;” 
And turned me back again, you see. 
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Ausonius has imitated this trifle; but, according to custom, 
adds a turn of his own: 


Vivebam: sum facta silex, que deinde polita 
Praxitelis manibus, vivo iterum Niobe. 

Reddidit artificis manus omnia sed sine sensu: 
Hune ego, cum laesi numina, non habui. 


I lived, was turned to stone, and then, 

The sculptor turned me back again, 

And made me all I was, and more, 

But senseless still as heretofore, 

When I disdained to worship her— 

The Goddess—and did greatly err. “9 


SMILES. 


TO MISS 





“Smiles are Light.”—Mrs. Radcliffe. 


“What are Smiles?” (so gaily bright.) 
I will tell you—* Smiles are Light ;’— 
Glancing o’er fair Beauty’s face, 

With an evanescent grace 

That no language can define ;— 

So ethereally they shine. 


“Whence do they proceed?” From thought; 
Out of gay emotion wrought; 

In the lucid font of Mirth, 

Passing Pleasure gives them birth; 

Gilt by Fancy’s rosy ray ;— 

So they come—and flit away. 
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* Whither go they?” O, like darts, 
(Cupid’s own,) to all our hearts: 
Sparkling gaily all about, 

Kindling joys that soon go out, 

When the short-lived lustre dies— 

And they turn, alas !—to sighs.—Radiis. 


WALPOLIANA. 


Power is an intoxicating draught; the more a man has, the 
more he desires. 

A young man of genius, expects to make a world for himself; 
as he gets older, he finds he must take it as it is. 

A little good sense is worth all the erudition in the world ; 

“ And, though no science, fairly worth the seven.” 

Erudition is excellent when managed by good sense. But 
how often does it only increase a man’s natural fund of non- 
sense ? 

Easy writing is not always easy reading. 


HONOUR. 


Say, what is Honour !—’Tis the finest sense 
Of justice which the human mind ean frame, 
Intent each lurking frailty to disclaim, 

And guard the way of life from all offence, 
Suffered or done.—Wordsworth. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received asketch of the Temperance Reform in our 
State ; but too late for insertion inthe present number. It shall 
appear in our next. 

We have also received an article on the subject of Sergeant 
Champe, which we will publish as soon as possible. 





